The People’s Music School

FIFTY YEARS OF
DARING TO PLAY 2025-26 YEAR IN REVIEW



The People’s Music School is the largest completely
tuition-free music school serving Chicago
metropolitan area children, focusing on removing
barriers to access for students who otherwise would
not have the benefits of intensive music instruction.

2 | TPMS




Dear Community,

In 1976, Dr. Rita Simé opened the doors to The People’s Music School in Uptown, bringing her
vision of a completely free music school to life. A Dominican immigrant and a Juilliard-trained
pianist, Rita had dreamt of having her own place to teach and share the joy of learning music with
others. Despite all odds, her tenacity made that dream a reality that endures five decades later.

Since our founding, TPMS has provided free, intensive music education to thousands of students
across Chicago who face financial barriers to accessing music education.
We're not only building quality musicians, we're helping to create confident,
capable young people. It's something we've been doing for 50 years—
100% tuition-free.

This year, our programming reached 800 students representing
over 55 ZIP codes. We delivered over 100,000 hours of intensive
music education, with classes and ensembles led by 70+
phenomenal teaching artists. 100% of our seniors graduated and
are pursuing post-secondary education, compared to 65% at CPS.

Our students continue to demonstrate just how far this investment
can take them. Students like Zechariah, who just this year advanced
into the SLAM @ Greater South Side piano program, performed at
our Big Night gala, and received a scholarship to attend

Berklee Aspire: Five-Week Music Performance Infensive over the
summer.

This annual report offers a look into what truly sets our school

apart. Inside, you'll find highlights from a remarkable

anniversary year—student achievements, alumni success stories,
family testimonials, and community celebrations. Together, they reflect
our steadfast commitment to our mission: providing access fo the benefits
of an intensive music education, for students all across Chicago.

In service,

MIRIAM OWENS
President & CEO
The People's Music School
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OUR MISSION Multi-racial /Other

Native Aronericon 1.76%
Our mission is fo deliver access to the 38%
benefits of high-quality, tuition-free Asian
music education. Through intensive 6.13%
instruction and performance, our Caucasian/White
students achieve excellence in music 5.88% Latine/o/a
that transfers to other areas in life. 50.38%

They grow mu5|ca||y, SOCIG”)’, African-American/Black

emotionally and intellectually, and 25.50%
develop a foundation of responsibility,
self-esteem, resilience and purpose.

RACIAL DIVERSITY

OUR PROGRAMS

The People's Music School (TPMS) focuses our work where
need is greatest, providing rigorous after-school music
programming to 800 students who have financial barriers
to access. TPMS's original community school in Uptown
has persisted for over 50 years. Over time, we have
opened programs in Chicago’s underserved communities
to expand student access and increase our portfolio of
sites. Through the cultivation of musical learning and
growth, our ultimate goal is to empower students with
crucial life skills, support socio-emotional development, and
provide transformational opportunities made possible
through music education. TPMS also strengthens local
communities by geographically working in the communities
that we serve.

Students receive on average four hours of intensive after-
school music instruction weekly, including instrumental
instruction, ensemble instruction, music theory, and
performance opportunities. This degree of intensive music
education produces valuable life skills, such as growth
mindset, resilience, and improved literacy and math skills.’
TPMS's intensive after-school music education programs
are designed to drive these benefits and to eliminate
barriers to access, including financial, geographic,
linguistic, and cultural barriers.

' "Musicbased mentoring and academic improvement in high-poverty elementary schools.
Journal of Youth Development.”: “Planting the Seeds: Orchestral Music Education as a
Context for Fostering Growth Mindsets. Front. Psychol.”




Unknown
$90,000+ 1.38%
Annual Household Income
16.52%

$70,000 - $89,000
Annual Household Income
8.75% $0 - $29,000
Annual Household Income

31.35% | A
A}

$50,000 - $69,000
Annual Household Income
16.25%

$30,000 - $49,000
Annual Household Income
25.88%

SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY

Young students at The People’s Music School begin their 8m 70+

musical journeys with General Music, a program that d lled hi :
teaches the foundations of music designed for elementary UGS Gl IEerelite] Gk
students in first grade.

4

Music Theory curriculum at The People’s Music School o
trains students to think critically and apply new tools for 94 o hours on average of
creative self-expression. All students take a rigorous BIPOC students weekly programming

annual theory exam to assess progress. per student

Lessons, both private and group, offer students the
opportunity to refine their skills, nurture their creativity, 102,4w
and demonstrate musical excellence. All  students 21

participate in an annual solo jury assessment to assess learning hours
their musical progression. per year

1,389 100%

individual donors high school
supporting TPMS graduation rate

instruments taught

Ensembles offer our students the opportunity to
collaborate as young musicians, learn from their peers,
and perform for live audiences. Every student has multiple
opportunities to perform annually.

Our Service, Leadership, Artistry, and
Mentorship (SLAM) honors program gives
advanced, older students the opportunity to build on their 5 701 1 m%
skills of discipline, teamwork, critical thinking and self- 4 have financidl
assurance and apply them as they face new challenges hours of service barriers fo accessin
and experience new opportunities. provided by families music education 9
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The
People’s
Music

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ~ AT
OUR 50™ YEAR e

We celebrated 50 years of The People’s
Music School, marking five decades of
providing access to the benefits of a high-
quality, 100% tuition-free music education for
Chicago’s young people. Scan the QR code to
watch our 50" Anniversary video!

We enrolled 800 students across 4
program sites, with intensive instruction
provided by 70+ teaching artists.

Over the course of the year, we offered 30+
performance opportunities and teamed up
with nearly 20 musicians, artists, and
organizations, including Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, Civic Orchestra of Chicago,
Grant Park Music Festival, Chicago
Blues Fest, Third Coast Percussion, D-
Composed, Akéjopd Music Foundation,
Crossing Borders Music, and more, to
provide enriching musical experiences.

We held our Greater South Side Grand
Opening at 5410 S State Street, the first time since
the mid-1990s that we made an investment to launch
our own physical space.

We sustained a 73% year-over-year student
retention rate, with data showing that the longer
students remain in the program, the deeper and more
sustainable the impact.

We upheld the pillar of phenomenal teaching,
offering over 20 hours of professional
development opportunities to teaching artists
and building our library of diverse teaching resources.
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We raised over $825,000 at our Big Night:

50 Years of Daring to Play gala, posthumously
honoring The People’s Music School’s founder Dr. Rita
Simé.

We welcomed 4 new members to our Board
of Directors: Sally Cohen, Eric Holder, Josh
Lebovitz, and David Michael.

We secured 5 new major funding
partnerships and celebrated renewed relationships
with lapsed individual donors and institutional
funders.

Over the course of the year, our families
contributed 5,701 hours of community
service, allowing our programming to run
seamlessly and reflecting a commitment to
community that has defined our organization since
its founding.

We closed out the school year with our Performapaloozathon
concert series, featuring 59 student ensembles. TPMS
congratulated the Class of 2026, with a 100% high school
graduation rate.

We sent 26 Summer Ambassadors to intensive summer music
programs, including Berklee Aspire: Five-Week Music
Performance Intensive, GRAMMY Camp - Nashville,
Madeline Island Chamber Music, Lawrence Summer
Music Institute, Birch Creek, Merit Music Piano Summer
Camp, and Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp.
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Rita’s Legacy,

Still in Motion

By Nalini Kotamraju, Ph.D.

I'm a proud alum of The People's Music School. |
attended People’s from about age 14 to 18, taking piano
lessons at first and then singing in the children’s choir. |
returned as a college student for an internship. Now, |
serve on the Board of Directors, and my mother did as
well. My family has had o two-generation involvement
with the People's Music School.

Part of the reason that People’s continues to be part of my
life is because | feel grateful for the opportunity to have
participated in what the school does and what it stands
for. 1 firmly believe that music education should be free,
and that people should have the opportunity to learn
music, regardless of ability to pay. And | also recognize
that People’s has given me so much — the opportunity to
grow, to meet people, to push myself, to conquer fears.
And for me, that all started with Rita.

Rita Simé was a formidable presence in my entire
adolescence and adulthood. She was stubborn like
nobody's business, tenacious, and persistent. She was a
role model of leadership, a terribly technophobic boss,
and a relentless optimist. If you ever wanted fo see Rita
mad, you would start using words like “do-gooders” or
“charity.” Because that wasn’t - and isnt - what The
People’s Music School is about. Rita understood that
music matters, that it is foundational to the human
experience. And for that reason, it was incredibly
important that everyone has access fo it.

I think Rita would be really impressed with where the
music school is now, 50 years later, along lines she might
never have thought. There are many things she would be
so immensely proud of—that we're in so many
geographic locations, that we're serving so many more
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Nalini (left) stands with Rita at a reception for the newly
opened Uptown Academy, c. 1995.

children, and by extension, families and communities. |
think she would be tickled pink that we've accomplished
that, based on what she started in a former beauty parlor
in Uptown.

But most importantly, we're still committed to—and we
still provide—high-quality, tuition-free music education.
We have amplified the number of children and adults'
lives that we've touched. The need is still strong for free
music education, especially at the quality at which we
provide it.

That's Rita's legacy continued, and we're still doing it. &

Nalini Kotamraju, Ph.D. attended The People’s Music
School in the 1980s as a teen in the Uptown
neighborhood. She serves on the Board of Directors and

is a member of the Program Committee. She lives in
Oakland, California.



The People’s

Music School is

My name is Freya. | play cello and | was a student at The
People’s Music School for almost 8 years. | joined when |
was in 5th grade at Hibbard Elementary in Albany Park. |
can still remember when my mom decided to register me
for the program on a whim. We were sitting in
McDonald’s and | begged her to let me quit.

Almost a decade later and | couldn’t be more grateful that
she made me stay. | truly mean it when | say this: The
People’s Music School is my family. | have countless
memories of eating afterschool snacks while chatting with
my friends in the Hibbard auditorium. | remember the silly
pass-time games during group lessons with Mr. David or
the “note-guessing” games with Ms. Claire, which | found
surprisingly entertaining.

As | grew older and entered high school, | started to
explore my passion for music. Like all things, | wanted to
get better, so | practiced more. The more | practiced, the
more opportunities came my way: private lessons, the
ability to play advanced music, and the incredible
summer programs | participated in. | attended Blue Lake
Fine Arts Camp the summer after my Freshman year. A
year later, | joined Blue Lake International, where | got to
tour around France, Germany, and Poland with an
orchestra. And now this summer, | have the honor of
attending the Lawrence Summer Music Institute. It's still
unbelievable that I've been given these opportunities.

Throughout it all, I've learned two major things. First,
being part of a diverse community with access to quality
music education is one of the most valuable things a
human can  have. The People’'s Music School
accomplishes this in the best way possible — whether it be
the smiles of the staff members that greet us, or the ability

My Family

By Freya Javier

to look around your ensemble and see people who look
like you. All these years, | truly felt like | was in a place
that welcomed and supported me, all while giving me the
resources to make my dreams possible. So for that, | want
to give a big thank you to The People’s Music School.

The second thing | learned was the importance of musical
connection. A few months ago, me and a few other SLAM
students were interviewed about our experience with the
program. The topic of “musical thrill” came up, which
refers to the feeling of connecting with a musical piece so
strongly that you start to feel goosebumps. This shows up
when you're watching a performance, performing a piece
with others, or simply listening to music. | believe that
feeling this feeling and connecting it to the deeper
meanings behind a piece is crucial to being a good
musician. It wasn’t until | recognized this idea that my
fears of performing in front of others decreased and my
desire to dedicate time to purposeful practice increased.

So to the younger students or the students who have a
couple more years of being in this program, | urge you to
look for that passion - the reason why you're doing this.
Because the hard work and discomfort is not for nothing. &

Freya Javier graduated from Von Steuben High School in
May of 2026 and is a first-year at the University of
Chicago, where she is excited to be studying the physical
sciences and looks forward to pursuing undergraduate
research opportunities. She plans to join the symphony
orchestra and chamber ensemble to further fulfill her love
of music.
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How The People’s
Music School
Inspired Anna

Pastrana’s
Classical Music

Career

Award-winning  pianist and music educator Anna
Pastrana is currently working on her Master’s Degree in
Piano Performance at Roosevelt University while teaching
piano at Oak Park School of Music and Better World
Music School. But long before graduate studies and
teaching, Anna was a young pianist searching for a place
to grow after moving from Moscow to Chicago at age 10.
What she found was The People’s Music School.

After auditioning with "Fir Elise," Anna was accepted to
the piano program at Uptown Academy. She remembers
her piano teacher, Hulya Alpakin, fondly. “She absolutely
shaped me as a musician and as a performer,” Anna
says. “Because of her, | got a lot of great opportunities.”

Anna performs piano alongside People’s Music School
classmates at an event in downtown Chicago.
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Even at a young age, Anna knew she was receiving a
uniquely comprehensive music education. “The education
that People’s Music School was giving, | remember it had
everything,” she says. “Theory classes, vocal exercises,
music history.” She credits founder Rita Simé with sefting
the tone for the rigorous training she received. ‘I
remember in my jury one year, Rita gave me good
comments about playing with ‘freedom’ when playing
Chopin. That stuck with me for a long time.”

Looking back, Anna says TPMS prepared her for
university-level music studies. “When you go to college,
sometimes  students dont have the ear training
background, theory background, or solo performance
experience. But The People’s Music School introduced us
to all of that from the start.”

Today, Anna still sees the school's influence in her work
as a pianist and teacher. “The People's Music School not
only helped me become a better musician, but it helped
me to be a better teacher.”

And the impact is clear: “Music is so important for
development and intfelligence. So when you start music
education as a child, you're opening doors to so many
skills already. Just like normal education, | think music
education has to be available for everybody.” &



First Movement

We are grateful for our First Movement donors who have become dedicated pariners in our
journey towards student impact.

Rita's Circle - $15,000+

Anonymous
Mary Beth & Brian Fahrney

Lavin Bernick Huber Charitable Fund
Ira and Sheila Stone Family Foundation

Rock Khanna and Manish Saraf
Jo Ann Seager

Steans Family Foundation

Zell Family Foundation

In-Kind Supporters

Kirsten Agnello Dean
Agnes O. Salon

Amplified Pilates

Daphne Baille

Chelsey Bazuro

Rachael Bild

Bodega Sur

Linda Brandt

Broadway in Chicago
Michael Buck

Manuel Chavez

Chicago Fire FC

Chicago Humanities Festival
Chicago Shakespeare Theater
Chicago Stars FC

Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves

Nancy Claar

Raquel Coleman

Carol Cook

Cooper's Hawk Winery &
Restaurants

daVinci Group Restaurants
Destination Kohler

Reily Duffy

Wendy Easton

Anthony Erlinger

Ellen and Matt Feldman

Conductor's Circle - $10,000+

The Allen and Darian Shapiro Foundation
The Dan Ephraim Family

Ellen and Matt Feldman

Andrew and Jill Gluck

Jeppson's Malért

The Libby and Errol Halperin Charitable Trust
Craig and Elizabeth Owens

Frank Reid & Amparo Maya

Cecilia Torres VanGetson & Aaron VanGetson

Katrina and Fernando Ferreyra
Field Museum

Flyover Chicago

Gage Hospitality Group
Galloping Ghost Arcade
Gary Comer Youth Center
Glass Garden Boutique & Nail
Studio

Elizabeth Gobbi

Goodman Theatre

Mike Greco

Mark Hager

Gary and Carol Hart

Ignite Gaming

Tai Jam-Heus

Carolyn Jaw and Steve Chertow
Sara Jones

Angela Just

Liz Kellar

Lake Geneva Cruise Line

Josh Lebovitz

Sharlene Lee

Letherbee Distillers

Lettuce Entertain You

Monika Lotter

Adam and Marie Lucas
Lynfred Winery

Robert McCollam

Patric McNurlen

Composer's Circle - $5,000+

Anonymous

Michael Buck
Sue and Bruce Gottschalll
Karen Grant

Gary and Carol Hart

Loretta Julian

Jason Klein

Jonathan and Katy Kletzel
Frank Swiderski, Jr. Gift Fund

Adam and Marie Lucas
Scott and Judy McCue
Anthony and Rachel Salazar

Morton Arboretum
Jasmine Moss

Cindy Murray

My Chicago Golf

Shemeka Nash

Donald E. Newsom

Lisa Niser

Sean Nolan

Olswanger Family Fund
Palmer House

Paramount Events Group
Max Peterson

Quincy Street Distillery
Ravinia Festival Association
Ravisloe Country Club
Mary Reilly

Revolution Brewery
Riverwalk Place Resort & Spa
Danny Rubin

Anthony and Rachel Salazar
Salon Buzz

Sanders Fine Portraits
Santaniello Household - In
Memory of Anthony J.
Santaniello, 1975-2026
Sappori Trattoria

Laima Schnell

School of the Art Institute of
Chicago

Scratch Goods

Steve and Lori Shaw
Shoreline Sightseeing
Susan Shulman and Avery
Cohen

SOPHY - Hyde Park
Steppenwolf Theatre
Sunda Chicago
Tango Sur

The Harvey House
The Second City
George K. Thiruvathukal
Dana Thomas
Timber Hill Winery
UChicago Presents
Hanah Valois

Lena Vidulich

Yunhui Wang
Louella Ward

Olivia Ward

Andrea Westrich
Whiskey Acres
Robert Whiteman
Wines for Humanity
Susan Yost

Nicole Zamir

Jiaqi Zhao
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“| started TPMS in fifth grade
with my glockenspiel for music
theory, and | have grown so
much since then. | have never
been so dedicated fo one thing
for so long. | have been through
so many sports, so many things
academically - and this is the
one thing that stuck. My favorite
thing about TPMS is that | get to
build connections with people
that | otherwise wouldn’t know.”

- KENNEDY G.
SLAM @ GSS Trombone
Student

ee

I've been at People’s for about
10 years, and | currently play
piano. I'm very grateful for The
People’s Music School. Music is
such a big part of my life, and |
owe it all to my teachers and
the staff here at People’s. Piano
has opened so many doors for
me, from simply playing for
myself to professionally playing
at my church or in a band.

- MALIIK W.
SLAM @ UA Piano Student
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Our Supporters

Foundation & Government
Supporters

$500,000+
linois State Board of Education

$200,000 - $499,999
Caerus Foundation

Invest for Kids

The Lohengrin Foundation

$100,000 - $199,999

Paul Angell Foundation

The Reva and David Logan Foundation
Negaunee Foundation

$50,000-$99,999

The Chicago Community Trust
Country Music Association Foundation
Crown Family Philanthropies

Driehaus Trust Company, LLC - In Honor
of Richard H. Driehaus

The Joseph and Bessie Feinberg
Foundation

Illinois Arts Council

MacArthur Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

$25,000-$49,999

Alphawood Foundation

Anonymous (2)

The ATHENA Fund at The Chicago
Community Foundation

Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust
The Dan Ephraim Family

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

The Lavin Bernick Huber Charitable Fund
The Judy Family Foundation

Perry Family Charitable Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation

Steans Family Foundation

Ira and Sheila Stone Family Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Charles E. Erb Foundation
Friedman Family Fund

The Libby and Errol Halperin Charitable
Trust

Hulsebosch Hope Foundation
Rebecca Kutchins Fund

The Owens Family Fund
Rossotti Family Foundation
Sargent Family Foundation
Siragusa Family Foundation
The Allen and Darian Shapiro
Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Find Your Light Foundation

Grateful Guitars Foundation
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation

Louis Armsfrong Educational Foundation,
Inc.

Alice Greene McKinney and E. Kirk
McKinney, Jr. Fund, a fund of Central
Indiana Community Foundation

Park Kwok Charitable Fund

Peoples Gas Community Fund at The
Chicago Community Foundation

Helen & Curtis Pinnell Foundation

The Daniel and Genevieve Ratner
Foundation

The Frank Swiderski Jr. Gift Fund

The Farny R. Wurlitzer Foundation Fund

$1,000-$4,999

Anonymous

Anonymous Fund of MCF

ARIA Foundation

Associated Chamber Music Players
Kara and Mr. Barta Charitable Fund
The Braunrot Family Giving Fund
D'Addario Foundation

The Deline Charitable Foundation - In
Memory of Marjorie Deline

The David and Lisette Eisendrath
Foundation

Evans Family Charitable Fund

Leslie Fund, Inc.

Andrew & Ann Gore Charitable Fund
Benjamin B. Green-Field Foundation
David and Tina Herpe Charitable Fund
Kaikis Family Fund

Ott Kinser Giving Fund

Steven C Lopez and Julie K Lopez
Charitable Gift Fund

Judy and Scott McCue Fund at The
Chicago Community Foundation
Temple Sholom of Chicago
Wellington United Churci of Christ
Wish You Were Here Foundation

$500-$999

Anonymous (2)

Arden/Soren Giving Fund
Brathwaite Family Fund

James Ginsburg and Patrice Michaels
Charitable Fund

Jones Giving Fund

John F. Kofler Charitable Trust
Olswanger Family Fund

Ring Family Foundation

Elizabeth and Gerald A. Wood, Jr.
Charitable Fund

Corporate Supporters

$25,000-$49,999
TD Securities

$10,000-$24,999
Jeppson's Malort

Roth Capital Partners, LLC
Umphrey's McGee

$5,000-59,999

Bank of America
Driehaus Capital Management LLC
Federal Home Loan Bank
Jam Productions, LLC
KeyBanc

myWhy Agency
Northern Trust
Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.
Piper Sandler Companies
PLUST

Raymond James

Truist

Valley National Bank
William Blair

Wintrust Financial Bank

$1,000-$4,999
AccuRadio

AbbVie Foundation Employee
Engagement Fund

Baird

Baker Tilly Advisory Group

The Benchmark Company
BlackRock

Brookfield Asset Management
CIBC

Digitas

Financial Investments Corporation
Needham & Company

Paycom Payroll, LLC

Stephens

Stifel

Sunflower Bank

$500-$999

The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Google Matching Gifts Program
Highland Park Strings

Up to $499

Alpachi Consulting

Amgen

Andersen Tax

Anonymous

Assurant

Black and Veatch

Carter Financial Group
CDK Global

Deep Red Wine Merchants LLC
DocuSign

J.P. Morgan Charitable Giving Program
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, LLP
Lenovo

Marsh & Mclennan Agency LLC
McKinsey & Company
Morningstar, Inc.

Nike

Novartis

Ovation Press Ltd.

PayPal

Progressive Insurance Foundation
PRP Wine International

Relativity

Seman Violins

Shure Inc.

Sunrun

Take Two Software

Topel Forman LLC

Workday

Individual Supporters

$25,000-$49,999

Anonymous

Michael Buck

Marlo and Geoffroy de Carbonnel
Ellen and Maitt Feldman

Cindy and Paul Murray

John W. Rogers, Jr.

Cecilia Torres VanGetson and Aaron
VanGetson

$10,000-$24,999

Sally Cohen

Lee Diamandakis

Mary Beth and Brian Fahrney
Ryan Gilmartin

Andrew and Jill Gluck

Gary and Carol Hart

Jeffrey James

Rock Khanna and Manisha Saraf
Hilary and Bob Kurinsky
Adam and Marie Lucas

Jim Nelson and Linnea Matson



Frank Reid and Amparo Maya
Anthony and Rachel Salazar
Jo Ann Seager

Robert Whiteman

$5,000-$9,999

Michael Caldwell

Manuel Chavez

Sue and Bruce Gottschall

Karen Grant

Joseph Idaszak and Madeleine Schnittker
Lori Julian

Jason Klein

Jonathan and Katy Kletzel

Allen and Genie Kutchins

Sandeep Nain

Mark Nasr and Kieran Shanahan Nasr
Erika Olson and Dustin Weinberger

Jai Shekhawat

Susan Shulman and Avery Cohen

Julia Stasch

Cynthia Van Osdol and John Sandwick
Melissa Walters

Bruce Warshauer

Daniel Webster-Clark

Cici Zheng

$1,000-$4,999

Kimberly Abernathy

Meagan Adams

Robert and Deborah Alberti
Michcel Algozine

Ali Amin

Betty Angelos

Anonymous (8)

Thomas and Becky Ansen-Wilson
Mike Azarian

Peter and Emily Baillos

Preston Bateman

Drew and Alice Becker

Greg Bjork

Helen Blanaru

Patrick Bolger - In Honor of Tracy Bolger
Jason Bowman

Paul Buchanan

Mary Cahillane

Richard and Emily Cairo
Nicole Campo

Emily and Jason Ciaglo

Lisa Crampton

Christie Crouch

John and Pam Cullerton

Robert and Isabel Curley

Kevin Dann

Aashish Didwania

Kathleen Dolan

Joel Eigege and Marika Christie
Dennis Erwin and Elizabeth Appleyard
Christopher Esposito

Margalit Feiger

Jan Feldman

Joe Ferguson

Katrina and Fernando Ferreyra
William Fickes

Jake Fisher

Katherine Flowers

Marilyn Freund

Mia Furlong

Shaun Gallagher

Chelsi Gallegos

Katelyn Gibbons

Virxhini Gjonzeneli

Kyle Glascott

Wendy and Rob Goshert

Joe & Melanie Gregory - In Memory of
Lynn Johnson

Michelle Gross

Edward Grzeda

Cathleen and John Hammerschlag - In
Honor of Miriam Owens

Stuart and Susan Handler

Jim Hart

Patrick and Austin Hickey

Hamilton Hill

Linda Hills

Paul Ingersoll

Jonathan Jarog

Carolyn Jaw and Steve Chertow
James Johnson

Blake Kannady

Jill and Ira Katz

Rose Kavanagh

David and Lynn Kelso - In Honor of Matt
& Ellen Feldman

Nicole Klotz

Lisa Koehl

Nalini Kotamraiju

Timothy Martin and Kerry Kraemer
Claire Landis

Dan Law

Colleen Leahy

Josh Lebovitz

Charles-Henry Lecoinfe

Abby and Jonathan Levine

Debby and Larry Levinson

Connie Lindsay

Deborah Lindsey

Jim Manzardo - In Honor of Rita and
Tomas Simé Bissonnette

Reginald McCoy

Joe Merrick

David and Nancy Michcel

Molly Millet

David Moncton

R. P. Morris

Alex Munns and Sarah Minkus
Michael Muratore

Erik Murray

Kevin and Lynn Nealis

Bruce and Diane Nesbitt

Mary O'Connell - In Memory of Dr. Rita
Simé

Ben Olien and Jennifer Rone

Tara Ounan

The Owens Family

Christopher Paquette

Jim and Cindy Pinkerton

Victor Polanco

Leigh Pollak

Steve and Shiloh Raquet

Corey Richardson

Carol Rizzie

Laura Rosenbury - In Honor of Nalini
Kotamraju

lan Ross

Danny Rubin

Davi! and Becky Rubin

The Sanzotti Family

Adrienne Scherenzel

Joel and Ruth Schoenmeyer

Esther Joy Schwartz

Steve and Lori Shaw

Tyler Strong

Lawrence and Katie Sullivan
Bhaskaran Swaminathan - In Memory of
Sikkil R Bhaskaran

Carolyn Sybesma and Alistair Porter
Gregory Teister

Richard Thies

Steven and Vivian Thomas

Brooke Torrenga and Jake Morris
Kristina Trapino

Natalie Vassall

Prakash Vijayan

Lauren Vitale

Dawn Vroegop and Bo Thiara
Lavinia Weisser - In Honor of Juanita
Saldarriaga

Meade Whitaker - In Honor of Natalie
Butler

Will Family

Brian Willebrand

Mihaela Zahariuc

Lee and Hyon Zavecz

$500-$999

Kolade Aderele

Mark and Allison Angeloni
Anonymous

Cynthia Batman

Ct:ris Bergen

Kevin Boyd

Linda Brandt

Vern Broders and Francia Harrington
Katie and Tom Burmeister

Nick Carreri

Eric Carty-Fickes

Steven Cepa

Jogesh and Smitha Chandran
Amada V Chavez

Sarah Christianson

Osvaldo Contreras

Chris Cox

Robert and Rene Cremer

Eric Criniere

Mary Cunningham

Camille De Frank - In Honor of Janet and
Andrew Lubetkin

Pefer DiCola and Kate Brucher

Kate Donaldson and Ryan Whitacre
Scott Dreyer

Esther Duncan - In Honor of Madeleine
Duncan

Margaret Bishton Dunne

Jessica Esteves

Brian Fabes and Lisa Schneider Fabes
Stephen Ferry - In Memory of Orla Mclvor
Kemper and Todd Florin

Linda Friedman

Kathleen Gallagher

Raymond Gallagher

Elizabeth Gelman

Stephen Gelman

Jennie Gin

Steven Goldberg

Joy Goldman

Gabriella Goodhue - In Memory of
Anthony James Santaniello

Kyle Gordon

Yasmine Gordon

Janis Grace

Robert Graham

Paul and Rosalie Greenberger
Justin Greis

Will Gruetzmacher

Allyson Hanna

Matthew Harris

Josh Hartig

Kayla Hepler

Michael Hilbert

Clare Idaszak

Adam Jackson

Rahima Jamal

Myra Johnson and Denise Loyd
Michelle and Sam Jonson
David and Carrie Kalinich
Brian Kastenholz

Brian Kowieski

Nevra Kreger

Steven Lee

Randall Lewis

Nicholas Marietti

Kathleen McClelland

Tom and Rita McGill

Sean Mulroy

Avrchith Murdli

Dan O'Leary

Barbara Obregon

Daniela One

Nikhil Patel

Martin Perry and Barbara Williams
Todd Peterson

Ed and Elaine Pierson

Helena Plaminek

Roger Platt

Steven Priestley

Oscar Rebollo

Catalina Rios-Meyer

Jennifer Riskind

Manuel Rocha

Mark Rodriguez

Rebecca Rubin

Megan and Carlos Ruiz
Penelope and Toby Sachs
Clarita Santos

Carolyn Sever

Adam Sherman

Michcel Sirota and Bobbie Levinson-
Sirota

Chris Smith

Jessica Snow-Wasserman
Brent Sullivan

Arlie and Eileen Traughber
Michael H. Wasserman, P.C.
David and Amy Webb - In Honor of
Chris Webb

Elizabeth A Wirth - In Memory of Rita
Simé

$100-$499

Pete Abitante - In Honor of Meredith
Ford

Akinade Aderele

Jazzlyn Aderele

Oyin Aderele

Veronica Abosede Aderele

Emily and Jeremy Adler

Scott and Angelica Ahlman
Maria Albright

Alphonso Alvarez

Mariela Alvarez

Joyce Amici

Juan Anibal Lopez

David Antillan

Berenice Aranda

Omar Ariza

Nali Asamoch

Baer Family - In Memory of Mitch Covic
Scott and Jill Baskin

Robert and Pamela Becker

Eyan Bell

Herbert and Jane Beller

Ellen Bergman - In Honor of Ellen
Feldman

Chaplain Ylisse Bess

Naomi Bess
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Sarah and Hart Billings
Clara Biolo Thompson
Deborah Bishop

Drew Block

Andrea Blood

Adam and Jeanine Boeche
Bruce Bohrer

Brian and Lien Boland
Michelle Bonsu

Sam Borrelli

Emma Boyer

Sheldon Braun - In Honor of Gary Hart
Ellen Bresnick

Jacqueline Brewer

Joyce Brown

Diane & Scott Brown - In Honor of Gary
Hart

Sasha Burekovic

Alex Burt

Deidre Caldwell

Lauren Capucci

Charles Capwell

Dylan Carden

Ingris Cardona

Ryan Carlson

Nicole Carrow - In Honor of Emmet
Strick

Joshua and Amy Carson
Dianne Carty

Maria Casanova

Elaine Cerny

Jeffrey Chan

Trike Chan

Kiran Chandrasekaran
David Choi

Deepti Choudhury

Ashley Cirillo

Carol Smith - In Memory of Walter
Frederick

Angela Clay

Chad and Maheen Cleaver
Kirsten Cobb

Derik Coffey

Miriam Cohen

Roniesha Copeland
Alexandra Cordero-Valez
Don Cortelyou

George Couto

Marla Cowan

Bruce and Gloria Cox
Luisa Criollo

Sandra Cruz

Roberfo Dailey Il

Jheatiane Davis

Samantha Dearborn
Dalisay Decena

Marshall DeChambre
Ricardo Delgado

Reva Denlow - In Honor of Ellen Feldman
Andrea Dennis - In Memory of Mike
Foley

Julie Depenyou

Joel and Heidi Derstine
Michael and Mary Lynn Dicker
Daniel Diem

Jesus Dominguez

Lynn Donaldson

Noch Doppelt

Sylvie Doppelt

Adriana Dorado-Pinzon
Brad Douglass

Matthew English

Pedro Escobar

Alexandra Espinoza
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Arturo Fadragas

Maxwell Fangmeyer

Diana Figueredo

JoAnn Finkelstein

Marcia Flick

Joe Flippin

Gary and Terri Foreman

Sheila Fortson

Troy Frederick

Eric Fudala - In Honor of Cindy Murray
Sylvia Furner

Ron and Anita Futterman - In Honor of
Gary Hart

Alice Gallagher - In Memory of Chuck
McEnery

Nell Gallagher

Alex Gamache

Ana Garcia

Wilfredo Garcia Jr.

Michelle Garner

Mark Garvey

Katherine Gean

Adam Gelman

Andrew Gelman

Janet Gerske

Rick Glaisner

Lee Glenna

David Goldber

The Gomez Dale Family

Bridget Gonder

Candelaria Gonzalez

Luis Gonzalez

Luisa Gonzalez

Martha Gonzalez

Kent Goodman

Jacqueline Gordon

Linda and Leo Gordon

Mindy and Jeff Gordon

Sheila Gordon

Joan Gottschall

David and Lizzie Graham
Beniamin Grama

Marisol Granado - In Memory of Braulio
Lozano

Barb and Chris Granner

Mike Greco

Christopher and Sarch Greene

Lee Giriffin - In Honor of Jodi Norcross
Alvia Grigsby

Teny Gross - In Memory of Peter Max
Ascoli

David and Robyn Grossberg
Kimberli Grosso

Patrick Gubbins - In Memory of Jim
Fredenburg

Cheryl Haack

Samantha Hall

Hollis Hanover

Steven Hardiman - In Honor of Constance
Carter and LaVelle Trent

Tara Harper

Judith Harrod

Andrew Harte

Mary Hebel

Ross Heilberg

Katherine Heit

Mary Henske

Mark Hepler

Miro Hernandez

Patricia Hernandez

Claudia Herrera

Emil Hessel

Paul and Mary Hettich

Aaron Hodes

Jimmy Holloran

Pamela Hoxsey

Felicity Huang

Michael Hubka

Theron Humiston

Emily Hunter-Adamson - In Memory of
Jack McCarthy

Jeremy Huth

David lacoponi

Kristina llickovic

Darya Ivankina

Ron Jacoby

Ashok Jain

Lou Jiang

Christian Johnson

Jay Johnson - In Memory of William
Johnson

Michael Johnson

Tori Josey

Karen Justice

Janine Kacprzak

Shanelle Kaikis

The Kaisner and Zucker Family - In
Memory of Anita Zucker

Thomas Kalantzis and Violeta Jimenez
Damola Kale

Karen Kalichman - In Honor of llene
Rice

Matthew and Libby Katz

Atthena Breition

Kristin Murphy - In Memory of Leonard
Zaporowski

Douglas and Christine Kelner

Philip and Gaye Kenny

April Kentala

Jan Kielp - In Memory of John
Kielp/Faust

Lim Kim

Mariene Kippers

Alex and Rada Kirkpatrick

Joshua Koenig

Daniel Korach

Janet Kozuchowski

James Kreinbring

Sarah Kreitman

Johannes Kretzler

Joe Kronk

Olga LaBelle

Paige LaCour

Donna and Robert Laforte Palmer
Beth Lange

Anna Lasko

Stephen and Therese Laslo

Cineret Lastra

Beth Lebovitz

Lillie Lebovitz

M. Llee

Phu Lee

Paula and Lyon Leifer - In Memory of
Rita Simé

Marie Levesque

Jonah Levi-Paesky

Charles Lewis

David and Mimi Liebman

Rebecca Linares

Dawn London

Cyrillo Lopez

Bernard Loyd and Denise Lewin Loyd
James and Diana Lucas

Diana Lujan

Maureen Macleod

Julie Mahoney

Karen Hough Maijidzadeh - In Honor of
Jennifer Riskind

Maria Makar

Barbara Mallon

Jordan Mandela

Elizabeth Mander

Michelle Mander

Harvey and Jacqueline Marcus - In
Honor of Ellen Feldman

Andrew Maresch - In Honor of Adam
Trusty

Sarah Maresch

The VIG Chicago - In Honor of Emily
Hyatt

Makunde Martin

Fidelina Martinez

Marcos Martinez

Sarah Massey

Jon Massie

Ramon and Loida Matanguihan
Alex Mathew

Sara McFadden

William Mcgrath

Mcl & Court Mclennand-Scott - In
Memory of Kevin Kostelecky
Rosalva Medina - In Memory of Angel
Diaz Agustin Medina

Lisa Merchant-Harrell

Nancy Meyer

Shenique Mickens

John Milbauer

Barbara Miller

Faith Mitchell

Matteo Moessner

Dera Mojekwu

Kathryn and David Moncton

Kathy Montemurro

Lance Moon

Wayne Moore

The Morrows

Gerard Mortel

Catherine Murphy

Mary Murphy

Ryan Murphy

Dan Murray

Katie Naoftzger

Bernard Nangle

Latasha Napper

Srinithi Narayanan

John and Nancy Nasko

Demar A. and Linda Neal

Danielle Neff - In Memory of Kevin
Kostelecky

Gladis Nieto

Stephanie Nilson

Lisa Niser - In Honor of Jennifer Riskind
Barton Norcross

Diane Noth - In Honor of Cindy Murray
Meredith Nussbaum

Wilfred Nwankwo

Margaret O'Conor

Maria Ocampo

Tolu Odueyungbo

Namsuk Oh

Korede Olagbegi

Dennis Olive

Bo Outama

Jibola Oyewole - In Honor of Kolade
Aderele

Pete and Kathie Pagan

Nora Palacios

Julio Palaguachi

Betty Park - In Memory of Betty Park
Kathleen Park

Dominique Peer

Caitlin Pellettiere



Eric Pereira

Alejandra and Edilberto Perez
Joselyn Perez

Molly Petchenik

April Peterson

Mark Swanson and Nancy Pifer
Alec Pignoti

Gabrielle Pinto

Israel Pinto

Tara Pinto

Blanca Plazas - In Memory of Rev.
Carlos Plazas, Ph.D.

Dina Plofsky

Cynthia Poon

Joss Poulton - In Memory of Robert
Narino

Steve Priestly

Kylie Quach

Lurdes Quito

Ruth and Mitch Rabin - In Honor of
Gary Hart

Robert Raccuglia

Rudmila Rahman

Priyanya Rajagopal

Cherice Ramey

Andrew Ramirez

Eliseo Ramos

Rosalind Ramsey-Goldman and Glenn
Ramsey - In Honor of Ellen Feldman
Neta Rauch

Audla Redwood

Colleen Reilly - In Honor of Cindy
Murray

John and Kathleen Reisenberg
Jassiem Renfro

Paul Reschke

Victor Ribadeneyra

Jim Ridker

Maria Rios

Maria D. Rios Monasterio

Rebecca Ritiner

Jacob Rivera

Ashwin Rode

Abel Rodriguez

Jose Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Jonah Rose

Jordan Rose

Jake Rosenbury and Jenny Biechele
Stephanie Ross and Todd DePastino
Sheldon & Paulette Rubin - In Honor of
Danny Rubin

Michael Rubin

Denise and Cliff Rubinstein - In Memory
of James G. Fredenburg

Rich S.

Diana Sénchez - In Memory of
Esperanza Alvarez

Maria Sanchez

Alan Santillan

Jennifer Schanz

Joanne Scheuble

Julianne Schneider

Laima Schnell

William Schuman

Geoffrey Scott - In Memory of Robert
Hindsley

Dorothy Scott

Tom Seftenberg - In Honor of Mike Buck
Don Seitz and Kit Bridges

Joseph Seliga

Louisa Shannon

Tobi Shinobi

Rahm Silverglade

Brandi Smith

Duncan Smith

Jaleesa Smith - In Honor of Justice Smith
Jeff Smith

Jessica Smith - In Memory of David
Dahm

Theresa Sohn

Bridget Sosa

Michael Spadafore

Carl Spector - In Honor of Jacob
Rosenkalt and Helena Burgueno
Jana Spencer

Michael Spencer

Andrew Srichandra

Drew Srichandra

Frank St. Angel

Keith Stein - In Memory of llene Stein
Wendy Sternberg

Dave and Jill Stewart

Severine Stier

Adam Stock - In Honor of Ellen Feldman
Stephanie Stopka

Maggie Sugrue

Mitchell Suter

Kathleen Swan

Brenner Swenson

William Swislow

Pawel Szeliski

Silvana Tabares

Ralph Tamakloe

Paul Tambornino

Mahvash Tandon

Dom Tarantino

Howard Tarko and Darlene Dartt
Carol Thompson

Valia Thompson

Jacqueline Tilles

Joel C. Tillinghast

Dorothea Tobin

Jing Tong

Rhonda Towner

Brian Tremont

Joanne Trestrail

Tara Trischetta

Mark and Susan Turcotte - In Memory of
Mitar Mitch Covic

Christy Uchida - In Memory of Peter
Ascoli

Ruth Ulrich - In Memory of Mitar Mitch
Covic

Kubilay Uner

Joanna Vaickus

Scarlet Vaickus

Barbara VanScoyoc

Vaibhav Vashisht

David Vasquez

Maria Velasco

Victor Velasco

Raul and Gloria Venzon

Amy Verbrick

Sylva Vergara

Spencer Vidulich

Marzja Villaruz - In Memory of Beatrice
Mojica

Kristina Wallig

Kathleen Walsh

Greg Waters

Nick Watry

TaNita Weathers

Willis Wendell - In Honor of Marlo &
Geoff De Carbonnel

Chrissy West

Jeffrey Wexler - In Honor of Linda &
Walter Levine

Abraham White
Lawrence White

Anna Whiteside

Sean Wieland

Robert Wietecki

Darren Will

Cynthia Williams
Jillesa Willis

Kyna Willis

Constance Winfrey
Feben Woldemariam
Daniel and Cindy Wolf
Jenny Wood - In Honor of Ellie DePastino
John Woodson

Wes Woodward

Dana Worthy
Cheyene Wright
Michael Yao

Kaitlyn Yu

Liliona Zarnowiecki
Sharon Zelenko

Sean Zhang

Jonah Zheng

Ryan Zimmerman - In Honor of Michael
Buck

Dean Zlatanoski

Ary Zomorodi

Andrea Zopp

Rani Abraham
Julius Acar

Andrea Adoms
Leah Adams
Wendy Adams
Ayobami Adebowale
Nifemi Adio - In Memory of Cousin Kike
Carlos Aguilar
Keren Aguilar

Mo Ahmed

Bolu Ajanaku
Aminat Akeju
Fikayo Akinluyi
Ayomide Akinyosoye
Max Aleman
Arlene Allen
Chasati Allen

Naijja Allen

Achen Allen Moreno
Jennifer Altman
Antonio Alvarado
Chelsea Ames
Mariana Anaya
Holly Anderson
Bridget Andes
Diego Andrade
Susan Ang

Mitchell Appelbaum
Irina Aran)

Gloria Arroyo
Almaz Aubakirov
Maria Auquilla
Dana Austin
Rosaura Avila Leon
Nancy Aviles
Manuel Ayala

Mrs. B.

T.C.B.

Elizabeth Baca
Jacky Baca

Jeff Baden

David Baker

Aditi Balakrishnan

Julian Baldwin

Winnila Baldwin

Philip Baller

Corne Barac

Leontina Barac-Grama

Rubi Barboza

Meredith Baron - In Honor of Neta Rauch
Tania Batres - In Honor of Madeleine
Duncan

Veronica Bedolla

Marcial Benitez and Paola Alvorado
Ashanti Benfley

Anthony Berglund

Yena Berhane

Madeline Bernard

Grant Bever

Katie Bick

Pamela Binion

Cornell Bishop

Jack Bishop

Marilynn Bishop

Tomas Bissonnette

John Bobek

Milfiades Bolaris - In Memory of Phoebos
Apollon Bolaris

David Bortness

Joy Brack

Aminch Brazier

Luis Brea

Maria Brizuela - In Honor of Estella
Renteria

Talia Brown

Yati Brown

Kenneth Brucks

Jeff Buehrle

Yssa Burgos

Arienne Bustamante

Brandy Bynum

Byron Caal

Adrian Cabral

Emily Cabral

Nancy Cabral

Cesar Cabrera

Tyler Cabrera

Richard Cabreros

Joseph Caetta

Flavio Caisaguano

Edric Calahan

Amelia Calambas - In Honor of Dali
Calambas

Daniel Calambas

Claudia Camacho

Exilde Campos

Jemima Cardona

Charles Carper

Veronica Carpintero - In Honor of
Adriana Carpintero

Gabriel Carrington

Donald Carter and Heather Merrill
Lakisha Carter

Patrice Carter

Jorge Casillas

Elaina Castillo

Marissa Casfillo

Vicente Castillo

Aaron Catullo

Tom Catullo

Anne Caudill

Sharonne Caullychurn

Henry Celindro

Mari Cervantes

Mario Cervantes

Paola Cervantes
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Olga Chavez

Alex Chen

Narcisa Chillogalli

Genesi Chirino

Terry Christens

Richard and Maria Ciesla
Patrizia Ciuppa

Charles Cloutier

Tammy Cloutier

Jacob Cohen

Marvis Cohill

Clement Coleman

Nicole Collins

Juana Colunga

Jennifer Concepcion

Ben Conway

Andrea & Enrique Cordova
Guadalupe Corral

Martin Corral

Chrisfina Cortes

Sam Costich

Susan Cotton

Biagi Cox

Aina Cressy

Robin Criniere

Elizabeth Cross

Hermila Cruz

Virginia Cutshall

Me?isso D-Silver

Kokou Dagawa

Winnila Dailey

David Daniels - In Honor of Isaac
Peterson

Iman Davis

Diane Day

Joseph Norris De Souza
Janie Delaney

Flavio Delgado

Jamine Dettmering

Neelamiit Dhaliwal

Anel Diaz

Lilia Diaz

Robert Dillon

Nenad Djakovic - In Memory of Asima
Keranovic

Melissa Dobrinin

Nikita Dobrinin

Yulia Dobrinina - In Memory of Asima
Keranovic

Lauren Dokes & Christian Hubbard
Moe Doleh

Kari Dominguez

Osbeli Dominguez

Emily Dosmar

Samantha Douse

Michelle Dreyfuss - In Honor of Rebecca
Closson

Deborah DuBois - In Honor of
Constance Thompson DuBois
Carmen Dunbar

Molly Dunbar

Ashley Durham

Clair Durkes - In Honor of The Kudert
Family

Derek Dye

Josh Dykstra

James Earnshaw

Ife Ebofin

Karen Egerer

Sakuni Egodawatte

Thomas Eicken

Courtney Endicott

Paola Erazo and Michael Miari
Graciela Escamilla
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Jacob Escamilla

Maxine Evans

Paul Ezeanyim

Patricia Faisal

Quantay Falls

Damola Farinde

Ingrid Fernandez

Sofia Fernandez

Yohan Fernandez Vera

Jessica Ferreira

Jose Ferrer

Howard Fields - In Honor of Gary Hart
Sarch Finer

Danielle Fisk

Destiny Fisk

Cristy Flores

Rosa Flores

Coletta Flowers

James Ford

Stephen Foster

Paul Francuch

Katherine Fraser

Veronica Frausto

Tiffany Frayer

Carlos Freytes - In Honor of Carlos
Freytes

Tori Fritz

Lawrend Fulbright

Callie Furste

laz G.

LT.G.

Jennifer Gable - In Honor of Nada Batu
Allen Gabor

Ally Gaffney

Carmen Galaz Garcia

Mayra Galvan

lbel Galvez

Samantha Gamble - In Honor of Avril
Brea

Dana Garbarski - In Honor of Levi
Morrow

Maria Garcia

Norbella Garcia

LeAnita Garner

Stephen Garvey

Kristine Gaylord

James Geoghegan

Giana George

Neha George

Danielle Ghess

David Gibson

Kenneth Gilkes Jr.

Krystal Glassman

Robert Globke - In Honor of Mabel
Globke

Jeffrey Gochnour

Payal Gokaldas

Stanley and Christine Goldberg - In
Honor of Levi Morrow

Hector Gomez

Martha Gonzales

Angelina Gonzalez

Gq%rie| Gonzalez - In Honor of Maestra
Jibara

Norma Gonzélez

Roger Gonzalez

Cheri Goosby

Praisha Goosby

Sean Goosely

Matt and Shoshana Gordon
Janice Gork

Gail Gottschling - In Honor of Derek
Prevatt

Gabriela Grama

Gloria Grasse

Ash Gray

Shania Green
Michael Griffin
Hayden Grijnsztein
Charles Grode - In Memory of Dr. Rita
Simé

Adriana Guerrero
Vanessa Gutierrez
Shelly Hale

Jade Hall

Danielle Hamer

Ary Hansen

Delores Hanson
Barbara Hardy
Brandon Harrod
Beth Hart

Allison Havens
Rebecca Hawk
Markita Haynes
Mechelle Haynes
Robert Heideman - In Honor of Nalini
Kotamraju

Sankero Hermiz
Erinn Hernandez
Jassely Hernandez
Jonathan Hernandez
Sandy Hernandez
Leficia Herrera
Elenda Hessel
Robert Holley
Jasmely Hollis
Bridget Holmes
Joshua Honorat
Yasha Hookens

Beth Hooton

Kevin Horan-Bussey
Sandra Horsley
Jeanette Huertas
Jennifer lljin

lleana Inserni

Aboira Irumudomon
Michelle wueze
Mavra Jabbar
Cathleen Jacinto
Michael Jackson
Jessica Jacobs

Lisa Jagnow

Klasina Jansen

Mimi Jarvis

Flores Javier

Nate Jefferson
Delisa Jeffries

Gibril Jobe

Karen Johnson - In Honor of Michael
Meyer

Marcus Johnson
Walter Johnson
Madison Jones
Tasha Jones

Maria Juarez Keller
Marina Jurassi
Jessica Kamanu
Debbie and Gary Kanter
Julia Kanter

Denise Kaplan - In Memory of
Christopher Fabie
Theodore Karasick and Family
Adesola Kareem
Daniel Kattan

Berry Kennedy
Hyunmin Kim

Jim and Diane Kincel
Jennifer King

Sienna King

Brittney Kirkland

David Klemitz

Sherry Klotz

Patrick Koehl

Grace Koh

Rosalie Kollross

David Kolodziej
Monruedee Komsri
Barbara Kreitman

Josh Kreitman

Naoko Ku

John Kunzo Il

Karen Ladino

Diego Landi

Jacob LaViolet
Estanley Lazaro

Allison Leach

Allie Lee

Blessing Lee

Cynthia Lee

Nancy Lee

Vashaune Lee - In Memory of Roosevelt
Lee

Young Lee

Dajah Lee-Williams
Nely C Lema

Taryn Lewis

K Joanne Lindstrom
Valencia Little

Mia London

Jonathan Lopes

Cindy Lopez

Eva Lopez

Alissa Luck

Hallie Lukasik

Gabriel Machabanski
Heberto Machado

Pink Maclntyre

Allison Madsen - In Memory of Patricia
Madsen

Lauren Malenfant
Sydney Mann

Raphael Maranon
Jeannette Mariano
Fernanda Marquez
Maria Fernanda Marquez Osuna
Carlos Marron

Ana Martinez

Camille Martinez
Myriam Baca Martinez
Rene Martinez

Ricardo Martinez
Rosamaria Martinez
Melinda Martinez-Epperson
Philip Martini

Abdel Matamoros
Amada Materre

Ani Mauricio

Sarah Maxwell

Patricia Mazuelos
Darilyn McClain
Brandy McClenny
Geneen McGowen
Tyrone McGowan
Hope McKeown

RoEJe| Medina
Armando Mendoza
Eduardo Mendoza
Jacky Mendoza

Mario Mendoza and Erendira Mendoza
Katrice Merchant-Lewis
Tanya Merritt

Jennifer Merry - In Memory of Bruce Berr



Mahel Miari

Morales Michelle

Joshua Min

Belina Miranda

Wilmer Miranda

Chrisfian Misurac

Joe Misurac

LaNedra Mitchell
Jonathan Mohill

Grissell Mojica

Nicole Monroe

Ligaya Montealegre
Shanice Monterubio
Rafael Montesinos

Luke Moon

Jessica Morales

Liceth Morales

Luz Morales

Sara Morelli

Arnulfo Moya

Deborah Muhammad
Dan Mulhearn

Jose Munoz

Akbope Mursalimova
Colleen Myerscough

Jill Nagle

Susan Nangle

Leon Narvaez

Debra and Gabriel Natenshon
Betzaid Navarrefe
Humberto Navarrete

Ana Navarro - In Honor of Benjamin
Freytes

Billy Ndizeye

Amala Neervannan
Gianni Neil

Aude Ngoue

Maria Ngugi

Tina Nguyen

Ellen Niedospial - In Memory of Bill
Stulgin

Kevin Noonan

Leslie Nussle

Alana Oakley

Kira Obscura

Carmen Ochoa Galindo
Pascaline Ohin

Chidera Okafor
Somtochukwu Okechukwu
Marley Olivera

Susan Olken - In Honor of Josh Olken
Exit Onechone

Chinedu Onochie

Josh Onwordi

Alex Orr

Carlos Ortez

Emma Ortiz - In Honor of Leonardo
Vargas-Hernandez
Lauren Oxman

Beth Pacheco - In Honor of Kathryn
Haynes

Fanny Pacheco

Jan Pachon

Yolanda Pachon

Eva and Donald Parrucci
Shawna Paterson
Pradumnakumar Pathak
Ella Payne

Catherine Paz

Consuelo Paz

Lemesia Pearson

Robert Pena - In Honor of Nicholas
Cornejo

David Peng

Nely Petez

Andrea Peterson
Sabrina Peterson - In Honor of Keeley
Nauman

Danny Piccochi
Meagan Piccochi
Yoharis Pinelo
Tabitha Pinto

Miguel Polanco
Michael Polsky and Tiffany Chiang
Reshmal Ponmudiyan
Porsha Pope
Danijela Popovic
Mary Prahl

Harika Pratapa
Anita Price

Ivana Pukmin

Jesse Pukshansky
Jose Pulido

Keith Pump

Diego Quevedo

Rosa Quizhpi

Rahul Rahate

Ritika Rahate

Elia Ramirez

Oralia Ramirez
Sylvie Ramirez
Yadira Ramirez
Debra Ramos-Boyas
Richard Randolph
Helen Rarick

Jessica Rebolledo
Tiana Redmond
David Redwood
Jason Reis

Shareeta Rent - In Honor of Sammie
Holmes

Scoft Rezin

Stephanie Rick
Tolina Rikitu

Janet Rios - In Honor of Celine Paz
Andrew Riplinger
Carolyn Rittner
Abad Rivas
Armando Rivas
Teresa Ramos and Jesus Rivera
Alyse Robinson
Marquiso Robinson
Joshanna Robinson
Jenders Rodriguez
Maria del Rocio Rodriguez
Jessica Rojas

Josue Roman

Nelly Romo

Sarah Roodhouse
Francis Rosenberg
Martin Roshanda
Max Rothschild
Renato Roy

Amanda Rubio
Gianluca Ruggiero
Erick Ruiz
Guadalupe Ruiz
Abriana S

Mariela Saez

Asia Sageman - In Memory of William
Peter West

Daniela Salazar
Pascual Salazar

Elisa Saldana

Jesus Salgado
Michcel Salka

Vince San Filippo
Tania Sanchez

Holly Sandberg
Nicole Sanders
Hugo Sandoval
Denise Sangster
Mark Santiago
Pam Santiago
Rubén Santiago
Victoria Santos
Cassandra Sanfoyo
Rolando Santoyo
Kaiflyn Sawyer
Cathy Schiltz

Nell Schneider
Gail Schoonmaker
Betsy Schroeder

Jill Schwass

Alora Scofield
Ramily Searcy
Sheryl Seef

Venesa Seija
Abhay Sharma
Se|einq S}t‘lqwly
Taylor Shee
C%rise Sherrod
Chrischien Sherrod
Joann Silva - In Memory of Rich Taone
Lucyna Skiba
Bryan Slepicka
Judice Smith
Maisie Smith

Ana Soto

Crystal Sofo

Lorena Stanley
Linda Steiner

Caleb St. Jean
Christine Stephens
Michael Stration
Lauren Stroud

Allen Stryczek
Mikal Sutherlin
Caroline Suttlehan - In Honor of Elizabeth
Gelman

Narai Taboada

Bill and Tuula Tadevich
Camille Taylor
Alina Tello

Jordan Tepper
Adriana Teran-Ferguson
Kalkidan Tewodros
Talya Thompson
Elida Tijerina
Marich Tolbert
Daniel Tolentino
Javier Torres
Sylvana Toskov
Andy Tran

Michael Trevino
Krystal Renee Trotter
Daniel Turgeon
Emma Tyler

Paul Ukaegbu
Huseyin Uygun
Samuel Valdez - In Memory of Mufieca
Ortega

Cheryl Vann
Sherene Vann
Jesus Vargas

Linda Vargas
Cristina Vazquez
Herminia Vazquez
Mariana Vazquez
Michael Vazquez
Ana C Vazquez de Jesus
Aby Velazquez

Isabel Velazquez
Mario Velazquez
Aditya Vemu

Kiran Vemu
Pradyumna Vemu
Gloria Venegas
David Vidal
Vanessa Vidal
Gabriela Villanueva
Caryl Villasmil
Lucas von Kapff
Whitney Wada
Kendra Waites
Russel Walen

Bryce Walker

Floyd Walker
Renee Wallen
Matthew Wallig - In Honor of Kristina
Wallig

Molly Walsh

Ray Wass - In Memory of Jim
Fredenburg

Sandra Waits

Chris Webb
Jonathan Webster
Lori Wellman
Timothy Wells

Scott Wendell
Rhonda Wener
Cheyenne Whitaker
Alina White

Donna White
Valisha White
Earmon Wilcher Jr
Kehinde Williams

T Williams

Tetorsha Williams
Steven Willis
Demetri Wolfe

Red Wondwossen
Georgia Wright
Karen Wrobel
LaToya Young
Teddy Yu

Paul Zafer and Betty Lewis
Roberto Zavala
Cynthia Zender
Ivana Zivkovic
Carmen Zuniga
Corina Zuniga
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Financials

Corporations

Administration

Fixed

$192,948 /_\v

Government
Foundations/ $699,126

Grants

$1,920,630

Individual
Donations

$915,363

FY26
OPERATING REVENUE

Board of Directors

Executive Committee Directors

$229,287 /\

Fundraising
$792,183

Program

$2,415,832

FY26
EXPENSES

Assets
$340,o£\

$23,091

Available for

Board Future Use
Designated

Reserve
$1,372,990

$1,467,200

FY26
NET ASSETS

Restricted
Net Assets

Emerald-Jane “EJ”
Hunter, Board Chair
Ringleader, myWHY
Agency

Christie Crouch,
Vice Chair

Vice President & GM,
Hormel Foods

Adam Lucas,
Treasurer

Vice President,
Concentric Equity
Partners

Cindy Murray,
Secretary
Executive Advisor,
Nuvono
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Michael Buck*
Portfolio Mgr., Senior Analyst,

Driehaus Capital Management
LLC

Manvuel Chavez
Managing Director and
Partner, William Blair

Sally Cohen
Attorney, Hale Law, LLC

Ellen Feldman*
Civic leader

Fernando Ferreyra
Senior Managing Director,
Black & Veatch

Gary Hart
Tax Partner (retired), Mowery
& Schoenfeld LLC

Eric Holder

VP | Wealth Advisor,
Bernstein Private Wealth
Management

Joe Idaszak

Dir. & Portfolio Mgr., Global
Renewables & Infrastructure
Securities, Brookfield Asset
Management

Adam K. Jackson
Portfolio Advisor, Vice
President, Global Family and
Private Investment Office,
Northern Trust

Carolyn Jaw

Executive Vice President,
Federal Home Loan Bank of
Chicago

Nalini Kotamraiju
SVP, Research & Insights,

Salesforce

Josh Lebovitz

Vice President Group Director,
Data & Analysis at Digitas
North America

David Michael
Managing Partner, Gould
& Ratner, LLP

Nancy Power
Chief Human Resources
Officer, Ariel Investments

Anthony Salazar
Sr. Vice President, Merrill
Lynch Wealth Management

Steven Shaw
Community Engagement
Director, Verizon

Rob Whiteman

Better Future Advisors LLC,
Partner (retired), McKinsey
& Company

*indicates
Lifetime Trustee



Associate Board

Yasmine Gordon, Chair
Snap, Inc.

Kolade Aderele
Cleveland Avenue

Kiran Chandrasekaran
Bain & Company

Teaching Artists

Dylan Abbott
Carmen Abelson
Alex Armstrong
Emily Beisel

Joel Block
Bobby Bonslater
Rachael Botz
Ben Branda
Natalie Butler
Nico Carter
Kathryn Cederborg
Hsuan Chen

Mi Ran Choi
Raquel Coleman
Tae Corbin
Diego Correa
Fabian Correa
Jamaal Crowder

Elizabeth Gelman
Civic leader

Lizzie Mander
Bain & Company

Liliana Cruz
Christopher Dammann
Kelly Dennis

Laura Duggan

Ben Eager

Arlecia Ebert

Anatolia Evarkiou-Kaku
El Faussane

Zayith Fernandez
Sam Frampton

Ariel Garcia

Karlyn Gehring

Simon Gomez

Lidanys Graterol
Mark Haworth

Miro Hernandez
Rodolfo Hernandez

Reginald McCo
Merrill Lynch Wealth

Management

Danny Rubin
Bain & Company

Brenner Swenson
Reverb

Michael Yao
Bain & Company

Pilar Herrera Bermudez
Dan Hickey

Jonathan Hodges

Grace Hudson-Mairet
Christopher Jackson Green
Sarah Jenkins

Jack Kartsotis

Janice Lee

Fabricio Lock Sotomayor
Istvan Loga

Ralph Maranon
Cameron Marquez
Bethany McKnight

Caleb McMahon

Elijah Medina

Eric Monge

Jae Hyun Moon

Alex Moore

Emily Munn-Wood
Oliver Munoz
Stephon Owens
Rossman Palfrey
Helder Perez

An Phan

Adrian Quiroz
Kenthaney Redmond
Megan Robbins
Allison Rye

Bryan Tamayo
Jonathan Thomas
Michael Thompson
Felipe Tobar Blanco
Gloria Wide
Cedrice Young

Staff

Eitan Barkow
Instrument Inventory Coordinator

Chelsey Bazuro
Senior Manager of Institutional
Giving

Natalie Butler
Chief Program Officer

Jaila Carr
Program Coordinator, Greater

South Side

Brandy Casseus
Prggrom Manager, Greater South
Side

Kathryn Cederborg
Program Manager, Uptown
Academy

Kelly Dennis
Senior Manager of Program
Operations

Ellie DePastino
Senior Manager of Marketing
and Communications

Jessica Esteves
Human Resources and
Technology Manager

Ariel Garcia
Senior Manager of Program
Initiatives

Caro Granner
Program Associate, Uptown
Academy

Miro Hernandez
Program Manager, SLAM

Kasia Johnson
Chief Financial Officer

Grecia Landin
Program Manager, Albany Park

Alo Ochoa
Program Coordinator, Back of

the Yards, SLAM

Miriam Owens
President and CEO

David Perez Delgado
Program Coordinator,

Albany Park

Jennifer Riskind
Chief Development Officer

Megan Robbins
Senior Manager of Learning
and Teaching

Michael Thompson
Development Coordinator

Felipe Tobar
Manager of Learning and
Teaching

Wes Woodward
Development Associate,
Individual Giving
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Get Involved

SPREAD THE WORD
Tell a friend, follow and boost us on social media, or host an event! We always
need more people to know about the great work happening here.

ATTEND AN EVENT
Head to our website to see our calendar of upcoming concerts, recitals,
community programming, and more. We can’t wait to see you!

JOIN A COMMITTEE OR TASK FORCE

Composed of expert volunteers, members of our People’s community, and
members of our Board of Directors, our committee and task force members
serve as advisors and experts that guide our work. Learn more about our
committees and how to inquire about involvement.

VOLUNTEER

We have nearly 30 performing events per year, and we always need help!
Volunteering at an event is a great opportunity to get to know our close-knit
community.

DONATE
Every dollar you give to The People’s Music School goes towards eliminating
barriers to access in music education and enriching young lives in Chicago.

(773) 784-7032 | peoplesmusicschool.org
@peoplesmusicschool B /

-t




	2025-26 YEAR IN REVIEW
	The People’s Music School is the largest completely tuition-free music school serving Chicago metropolitan area children, focusing on removing barriers to access for students who otherwise would not have the benefits of intensive music instruction.
	Dear Community,
	In 1976, Dr. Rita Simó opened the doors to The People’s Music School in Uptown, bringing her vision of a completely free music school to life. A Dominican immigrant and a Juilliard-trained pianist, Rita had dreamt of having her own place to teach and share the joy of learning music with others. Despite all odds, her tenacity made that dream a reality that endures five decades later.
	Since our founding, TPMS has provided free, intensive music education to thousands of students across Chicago who face financial barriers to accessing music education.
	We're not only building quality musicians, we're helping to create confident,
	capable young people. It’s something we’ve been doing for 50 years—
	100% tuition-free.
	This year, our programming reached 800 students representing
	over 55 ZIP codes. We delivered over 100,000 hours of intensive
	music education, with classes and ensembles led by 70+
	phenomenal teaching artists. 100% of our seniors graduated and
	are pursuing post-secondary education, compared to 65% at CPS.
	Our students continue to demonstrate just how far this investment
	can take them. Students like Zechariah, who just this year advanced
	into the SLAM @ Greater South Side piano program, performed at
	our Big Night gala, and received a scholarship to attend
	Berklee Aspire: Five-Week Music Performance Intensive over the
	summer.
	This annual report offers a look into what truly sets our school
	apart. Inside, you'll find highlights from a remarkable
	anniversary year—student achievements, alumni success stories,
	family  testimonials, and community celebrations. Together, they reflect
	our steadfast commitment to our mission: providing access to the benefits
	of an intensive music education, for students all across Chicago.
	In service,
	MIRIAM OWENS
	President & CEO
	The People's Music School

	OUR MISSION
	Our mission is to deliver access to the benefits of high-quality, tuition-free music education. Through intensive instruction and performance, our students achieve excellence in music that transfers to other areas in life. They grow musically, socially, emotionally and intellectually, and develop a foundation of responsibility, self-esteem, resilience and purpose.
	Latine/o/a
	50.38%



	RACIAL DIVERSITY
	4 | THE PEOPLE'S MUSIC SCHOOL
	OUR PROGRAMS
	The People's Music School (TPMS) focuses our work where need is greatest, providing rigorous after-school music programming to 800 students who have financial barriers to access. TPMS’s original community school in Uptown has persisted for over 50 years. Over time, we have opened programs in Chicago’s underserved communities to expand student access and increase our portfolio of sites. Through the cultivation of musical learning and growth, our ultimate goal is to empower students with crucial life skills, support socio-emotional development, and provide transformational opportunities made possible through music education. TPMS also strengthens local communities by geographically working in the communities that we serve.
	Students receive on average four hours of intensive after-school music instruction weekly, including instrumental instruction, ensemble instruction, music theory, and performance opportunities. This degree of intensive music education produces valuable life skills, such as growth mindset, resilience, and improved literacy and math skills. TPMS's intensive after-school music education programs are designed to drive these benefits and to eliminate barriers to access, including financial, geographic, linguistic, and cultural barriers.
	4 | TPMS



	800
	students enrolled

	70+
	teaching artists

	94%
	BIPOC students

	4
	hours on average of weekly programming
	per student

	21
	instruments taught

	102,400
	learning hours
	per year

	1,389
	individual donors
	supporting TPMS

	100%
	high school
	graduation rate

	5,701
	hours of service
	provided by families

	100%
	have financial barriers to accessing music education
	SOCIOECONOMIC DIVERSITY
	Young students at The People’s Music School begin their musical journeys with General Music, a program that teaches the foundations of music designed for elementary students in first grade.
	Music Theory curriculum at The People’s Music School trains students to think critically and apply new tools for creative self-expression. All students take a rigorous annual theory exam to assess progress.
	Lessons, both private and group, offer students the opportunity to refine their skills, nurture their creativity, and demonstrate musical excellence. All students participate in an annual solo jury assessment to assess their musical progression.
	Ensembles offer our students the opportunity to collaborate as young musicians, learn from their peers, and perform for live audiences. Every student has multiple opportunities to perform annually.
	Our Service, Leadership, Artistry, and Mentorship (SLAM) honors program gives advanced, older students the opportunity to build on their skills of discipline, teamwork, critical thinking and self-assurance and apply them as they face new challenges and experience new opportunities.
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	HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR 50TH YEAR
	We celebrated 50 years of The People’s Music School, marking five decades of providing access to the benefits of a high-quality, 100% tuition-free music education for Chicago’s young people. Scan the QR code to watch our 50th Anniversary video!
	We held our Greater South Side Grand Opening at 5410 S State Street, the first time since the mid-1990s that we made an investment to launch our own physical space.
	We sustained a 73% year-over-year student retention rate, with data showing that the longer students remain in the program, the deeper and more sustainable the impact.
	We upheld the pillar of phenomenal teaching, offering over 20 hours of professional development opportunities to teaching artists and building our library of diverse teaching resources.
	We enrolled 800 students across 4 program sites, with intensive instruction provided by 70+ teaching artists.
	Over the course of the year, we offered 30+ performance opportunities and teamed up with nearly 20 musicians, artists, and organizations, including Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Civic Orchestra of Chicago, Grant Park Music Festival, Chicago Blues Fest, Third Coast Percussion, D-Composed, Àkójọpọ̀ Music Foundation, Crossing Borders Music, and more, to provide enriching musical experiences.

	We raised over $825,000 at our Big Night: 50 Years of Daring to Play gala, posthumously honoring The People’s Music School’s founder Dr. Rita Simó.
	We welcomed 4 new members to our Board of Directors: Sally Cohen, Eric Holder, Josh Lebovitz, and David Michael.
	We secured 5 new major funding partnerships and celebrated renewed relationships with lapsed individual donors and institutional funders.
	Over the course of the year, our families contributed 5,701 hours of community service, allowing our programming to run seamlessly and reflecting a commitment to community that has defined our organization since its founding.
	We closed out the school year with our Performapaloozathon concert series, featuring 59 student ensembles. TPMS congratulated the Class of 2026, with a 100% high school graduation rate.
	We sent 26 Summer Ambassadors to intensive summer music programs, including Berklee Aspire: Five-Week Music Performance Intensive, GRAMMY Camp - Nashville, Madeline Island Chamber Music, Lawrence Summer Music Institute, Birch Creek, Merit Music Piano Summer Camp, and Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp.
	Rita’s Legacy,
	Still in Motion
	By Nalini Kotamraju, Ph.D.
	I'm a proud alum of The People's Music School. I attended People’s from about age 14 to 18, taking piano lessons at first and then singing in the children’s choir. I returned as a college student for an internship. Now, I serve on the Board of Directors, and my mother did as well. My family has had a two-generation involvement with the People's Music School.
	Part of the reason that People’s continues to be part of my life is because I feel grateful for the opportunity to have participated in what the school does and what it stands for. I firmly believe that music education should be free, and that people should have the opportunity to learn music, regardless of ability to pay. And I also recognize that People’s has given me so much — the opportunity to grow, to meet people, to push myself, to conquer fears. And for me, that all started with Rita.
	Rita Simó was a formidable presence in my entire adolescence and adulthood. She was stubborn like nobody's business, tenacious, and persistent. She was a role model of leadership, a terribly technophobic boss, and a relentless optimist. If you ever wanted to see Rita mad, you would start using words like “do-gooders” or “charity.” Because that wasn’t - and isn’t - what The People’s Music School is about. Rita understood that music matters, that it is foundational to the human experience. And for that reason, it was incredibly important that everyone has access to it.

	I think Rita would be really impressed with where the music school is now, 50 years later, along lines she might never have thought. There are many things she would be so immensely proud of—that we're in so many geographic  locations,  that  we're serving so many  more
	Nalini (left) stands with Rita at a reception for the newly opened Uptown Academy, c. 1995.

	children, and by extension, families and communities. I think she would be tickled pink that we've accomplished that, based on what she started in a former beauty parlor in Uptown.
	But most importantly, we're still committed to—and we still provide—high-quality, tuition-free music education. We have amplified the number of children and adults' lives that we've touched. The need is still strong for free music education, especially at the quality at which we provide it.
	That's Rita's legacy continued, and we're still doing it.
	Nalini Kotamraju, Ph.D. attended The People’s Music School in the 1980s as a teen in the Uptown neighborhood. She serves on the Board of Directors and is a member of the Program Committee. She lives in Oakland, California.


	The People’s Music School is My Family
	By Freya Javier
	My name is Freya. I play cello and I was a student at The People’s Music School for almost 8 years. I joined when I was in 5th grade at Hibbard Elementary in Albany Park. I can still remember when my mom decided to register me for the program on a whim. We were sitting in McDonald’s and I begged her to let me quit.
	Almost a decade later and I couldn’t be more grateful that she made me stay. I truly mean it when I say this: The People’s Music School is my family. I have countless memories of eating afterschool snacks while chatting with my friends in the Hibbard auditorium. I remember the silly pass-time games during group lessons with Mr. David or the “note-guessing” games with Ms. Claire, which I found surprisingly entertaining.
	As I grew older and entered high school, I started to explore my passion for music. Like all things, I wanted to get better, so I practiced more. The more I practiced, the more opportunities came my way: private lessons, the ability to play advanced music, and the incredible summer programs I participated in. I attended Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp the summer after my Freshman year. A year later, I joined Blue Lake International, where I got to tour around France, Germany, and Poland with an orchestra. And now this summer, I have the honor of attending the Lawrence Summer Music Institute. It’s still unbelievable that I’ve been given these opportunities.

	Throughout it all, I’ve learned two major things. First, being part of a diverse community with access to quality music education is one of the most valuable things a human can have. The People’s Music School accomplishes this in the best way possible – whether it be the smiles of the staff members that greet us, or the ability
	to look around your ensemble and see people who look like you. All these years, I truly felt like I was in a place that welcomed and supported me, all while giving me the resources to make my dreams possible. So for that, I want to give a big thank you to The People’s Music School.
	The second thing I learned was the importance of musical connection. A few months ago, me and a few other SLAM students were interviewed about our experience with the program. The topic of “musical thrill” came up, which refers to the feeling of connecting with a musical piece so strongly that you start to feel goosebumps. This shows up when you’re watching a performance, performing a piece with others, or simply listening to music. I believe that feeling this feeling and connecting it to the deeper meanings behind a piece is crucial to being a good musician. It wasn’t until I recognized this idea that my fears of performing in front of others decreased and my desire to dedicate time to purposeful practice increased.
	So to the younger students or the students who have a couple more years of being in this program, I urge you to look for that passion - the reason why you’re doing this. Because the hard work and discomfort is not for nothing.
	Freya Javier graduated from Von Steuben High School in May of 2026 and is a first-year at the University of Chicago, where she is excited to be studying the physical sciences and looks forward to pursuing undergraduate research opportunities. She plans to join the symphony orchestra and chamber ensemble to further fulfill her love of music.


	How The People’s Music School Inspired Anna Pastrana’s Classical Music Career
	First Movement
	We are grateful for our First Movement donors who have become dedicated partners in our journey towards student impact.
	Rita's Circle - $15,000+
	Conductor's Circle - $10,000+
	Anonymous
	Mary Beth & Brian Fahrney
	Lavin Bernick Huber Charitable Fund
	Ira and Sheila Stone Family Foundation
	Rock Khanna and Manish Saraf
	Jo Ann Seager
	Steans Family Foundation
	Zell Family Foundation
	The Allen and Darian Shapiro Foundation
	The Dan Ephraim Family
	Ellen and Matt Feldman
	Andrew and Jill Gluck
	Jeppson's Malört
	The Libby and Errol Halperin Charitable Trust
	Craig and Elizabeth Owens
	Frank Reid & Amparo Maya
	Cecilia Torres VanGetson & Aaron VanGetson
	Composer's Circle - $5,000+
	Anonymous
	Michael Buck
	Sue and Bruce Gottschall
	Karen Grant
	Gary and Carol Hart
	Loretta Julian
	Jason Klein
	Jonathan and Katy Kletzel
	Frank Swiderski, Jr. Gift Fund
	Adam and Marie Lucas
	Scott and Judy McCue
	Anthony and Rachel Salazar

	In-Kind Supporters
	Kirsten Agnello Dean
	Agnes O. Salon
	Amplified Pilates
	Daphne Baille
	Chelsey Bazuro
	Rachael Bild
	Bodega Sur
	Linda Brandt
	Broadway in Chicago
	Michael Buck
	Manuel Chavez
	Chicago Fire FC
	Chicago Humanities Festival
	Chicago Shakespeare Theater
	Chicago Stars FC
	Chicago Symphony Orchestra
	Chicago White Sox
	Chicago Wolves
	Nancy Claar
	Raquel Coleman
	Carol Cook
	Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurants
	daVinci Group Restaurants
	Destination Kohler
	Reily Duffy
	Wendy Easton
	Anthony Erlinger
	Ellen and Matt Feldman
	Katrina and Fernando Ferreyra
	Field Museum
	Flyover Chicago
	Gage Hospitality Group
	Galloping Ghost Arcade
	Gary Comer Youth Center
	Glass Garden Boutique & Nail Studio
	Elizabeth Gobbi
	Goodman Theatre
	Mike Greco
	Mark Hager
	Gary and Carol Hart
	Ignite Gaming
	Tai Jam-Heus
	Carolyn Jaw and Steve Chertow
	Sara Jones
	Angela Just
	Liz Kellar
	Lake Geneva Cruise Line
	Josh Lebovitz
	Sharlene Lee
	Letherbee Distillers
	Lettuce Entertain You
	Monika Lotter
	Adam and Marie Lucas
	Lynfred Winery
	Robert McCollam
	Patric McNurlen
	Morton Arboretum
	Jasmine Moss
	Cindy Murray
	My Chicago Golf
	Shemeka Nash
	Donald E. Newsom
	Lisa Niser
	Sean Nolan
	Olswanger Family Fund
	Palmer House
	Paramount Events Group
	Max Peterson
	Quincy Street Distillery
	Ravinia Festival Association
	Ravisloe Country Club
	Mary Reilly
	Revolution Brewery
	Riverwalk Place Resort & Spa
	Danny Rubin
	Anthony and Rachel Salazar
	Salon Buzz
	Sanders Fine Portraits
	Santaniello Household - In Memory of Anthony J. Santaniello, 1975-2026
	Sappori Trattoria
	Laima Schnell
	School of the Art Institute of Chicago
	Scratch Goods
	Steve and Lori Shaw
	Shoreline Sightseeing
	Susan Shulman and Avery Cohen
	SOPHY - Hyde Park
	Steppenwolf Theatre
	Sunda Chicago
	Tango Sur
	The Harvey House
	The Second City
	George K. Thiruvathukal
	Dana Thomas
	Timber Hill Winery
	UChicago Presents
	Hanah Valois
	Lena Vidulich
	Yunhui Wang
	Louella Ward
	Olivia Ward
	Andrea Westrich
	Whiskey Acres
	Robert Whiteman
	Wines for Humanity
	Susan Yost
	Nicole Zamir
	Jiaqi Zhao
	“I started TPMS in fifth grade with my glockenspiel for music theory, and I have grown so much since then. I have never been so dedicated to one thing for so long. I have been through so many sports, so many things academically - and this is the one thing that stuck. My favorite thing about TPMS is that I get to build connections with people that I otherwise wouldn’t know.”

	- KENNEDY G.
	SLAM @ GSS Trombone Student
	I’ve been at People’s for about 10 years, and I currently play piano. I’m very grateful for The People’s Music School. Music is such a big part of my life, and I owe it all to my teachers and the staff here at People’s. Piano has opened so many doors for me, from simply playing for myself to professionally playing at my church or in a band.


	- MALIIK W.
	SLAM @ UA Piano Student



	Our Supporters
	$1,000-$4,999
	Anonymous
	Anonymous Fund of MCF
	ARIA Foundation
	Associated Chamber Music Players
	Kara and Mr. Barta Charitable Fund
	D'Addario Foundation
	The Deline Charitable Foundation - In Memory of Marjorie Deline
	PLUS1
	CIBC

	Frank Reid and Amparo Maya
	Anthony and Rachel Salazar
	Jo Ann Seager
	Robert Whiteman
	$5,000-$9,999
	Michael Caldwell
	Manuel Chavez
	Sue and Bruce Gottschall
	Karen Grant
	Joseph Idaszak and Madeleine Schnittker
	Lori Julian
	Jason Klein
	Jonathan and Katy Kletzel
	Allen and Genie Kutchins
	Sandeep Nain
	Mark Nasr and Kieran Shanahan Nasr
	Erika Olson and Dustin Weinberger
	Jai Shekhawat
	Susan Shulman and Avery Cohen
	Julia Stasch
	Cynthia Van Osdol and John Sandwick
	Melissa Walters
	Bruce Warshauer
	Daniel Webster-Clark
	Cici Zheng
	$1,000-$4,999
	Kimberly Abernathy
	Meagan Adams
	Robert and Deborah Alberti
	Michael Algozine
	Ali Amin
	Betty Angelos
	Anonymous (8)
	Thomas and Becky Ansen-Wilson
	Mike Azarian
	Peter and Emily Baillos
	Preston Bateman
	Drew and Alice Becker
	Greg Bjork
	Helen Blanaru
	Patrick Bolger - In Honor of Tracy Bolger
	Jason Bowman
	Paul Buchanan
	Mary Cahillane
	Richard and Emily Cairo
	Nicole Campo
	Emily and Jason Ciaglo
	Lisa Crampton
	Christie Crouch
	John and Pam Cullerton
	Robert and Isabel Curley
	Kevin Dann
	Aashish Didwania
	Kathleen Dolan
	Joel Eigege and Marika Christie
	Dennis Erwin and Elizabeth Appleyard
	Christopher Esposito
	Margalit Feiger
	Jan Feldman
	Joe Ferguson
	Katrina and Fernando Ferreyra
	William Fickes
	Jake Fisher
	Katherine Flowers
	Marilyn Freund
	Mia Furlong
	Shaun Gallagher
	Chelsi Gallegos
	Katelyn Gibbons
	Virxhini Gjonzeneli
	Kyle Glascott
	Wendy and Rob Goshert

	Joe & Melanie Gregory - In Memory of Lynn Johnson
	Michelle Gross
	Edward Grzeda
	Stuart and Susan Handler
	Jim Hart
	Patrick and Austin Hickey
	Hamilton Hill
	Linda Hills
	Paul Ingersoll
	Jonathan Jarog
	Carolyn Jaw and Steve Chertow
	James Johnson
	Blake Kannady
	Jill and Ira Katz
	Rose Kavanagh
	David and Lynn Kelso - In Honor of Matt & Ellen Feldman
	Nicole Klotz
	Lisa Koehl
	Nalini Kotamraju
	Timothy Martin and Kerry Kraemer
	Claire Landis
	Dan Law
	Colleen Leahy
	Josh Lebovitz
	Charles-Henry Lecointe
	Abby and Jonathan Levine
	Debby and Larry Levinson
	Connie Lindsay
	Deborah Lindsey
	Jim Manzardo - In Honor of Rita and Tomas Simó Bissonnette
	Reginald McCoy
	Joe Merrick
	David and Nancy Michael
	Molly Millet
	David Moncton
	R. P. Morris
	Alex Munns and Sarah Minkus
	Michael Muratore
	Erik Murray
	Kevin and Lynn Nealis
	Bruce and Diane Nesbitt
	Mary O'Connell - In Memory of Dr. Rita Simó
	Ben Olien and Jennifer Rone
	Tara Ounan
	The Owens Family
	Christopher Paquette
	Jim and Cindy Pinkerton
	Victor Polanco
	Leigh Pollak
	Steve and Shiloh Raquet
	Corey Richardson
	Carol Rizzie
	Laura Rosenbury - In Honor of Nalini Kotamraju
	Ian Ross
	Danny Rubin
	David and Becky Rubin
	The Sanzotti Family
	Adrienne Scherenzel
	Joel and Ruth Schoenmeyer
	Esther Joy Schwartz
	Steve and Lori Shaw
	Tyler Strong
	Lawrence and Katie Sullivan
	Bhaskaran Swaminathan - In Memory of Sikkil R Bhaskaran
	Carolyn Sybesma and Alistair Porter
	Gregory Teister


	Richard Thies
	Steven and Vivian Thomas
	Brooke Torrenga and Jake Morris
	Kristina Trapino
	Natalie Vassall
	Prakash Vijayan
	Lauren Vitale
	Dawn Vroegop and Bo Thiara
	Lavinia Weisser - In Honor of Juanita Saldarriaga
	Meade Whitaker - In Honor of Natalie Butler
	Will Family
	Brian Willebrand
	Mihaela Zahariuc
	Lee and Hyon Zavecz
	$500-$999
	Kolade Aderele
	Mark and Allison Angeloni
	Anonymous
	Cynthia Batman
	Chris Bergen
	Kevin Boyd
	Linda Brandt
	Vern Broders and Francia Harrington
	Katie and Tom Burmeister
	Nick Carreri
	Eric Carty-Fickes
	Steven Cepa
	Jogesh and Smitha Chandran
	Amada V Chavez
	Sarah Christianson
	Osvaldo Contreras
	Chris Cox
	Robert and Rene Cremer
	Eric Criniere
	Mary Cunningham
	Camille De Frank - In Honor of Janet and Andrew Lubetkin
	Peter DiCola and Kate Brucher
	Kate Donaldson and Ryan Whitacre
	Scott Dreyer
	Esther Duncan - In Honor of Madeleine Duncan
	Margaret Bishton Dunne
	Jessica Esteves
	Brian Fabes and Lisa Schneider Fabes
	Stephen Ferry - In Memory of Orla McIvor
	Kemper and Todd Florin
	Linda Friedman
	Kathleen Gallagher
	Raymond Gallagher
	Elizabeth Gelman
	Stephen Gelman
	Jennie Gin
	Steven Goldberg
	Joy Goldman
	Gabriella Goodhue - In Memory of Anthony James Santaniello
	Kyle Gordon
	Yasmine Gordon
	Janis Grace
	Robert Graham
	Paul and Rosalie Greenberger
	Justin Greis
	Will Gruetzmacher
	Allyson Hanna
	Matthew Harris
	Josh Hartig
	Kayla Hepler
	Michael Hilbert
	Clare Idaszak
	Adam Jackson
	Rahima Jamal
	Myra Johnson and Denise Loyd
	Michelle and Sam Jonson
	David and Carrie Kalinich
	Brian Kastenholz
	Brian Kowieski
	Nevra Kreger
	Steven Lee
	Randall Lewis
	Nicholas Marietti
	Kathleen McClelland
	Tom and Rita McGill
	Sean Mulroy
	Archith Murali
	Dan O'Leary
	Barbara Obregon
	Daniela One
	Nikhil Patel
	Martin Perry and Barbara Williams
	Todd Peterson
	Ed and Elaine Pierson
	Helena Plaminek
	Roger Platt
	Steven Priestley
	Oscar Rebollo
	Catalina Rios-Meyer
	Jennifer Riskind
	Manuel Rocha
	Mark Rodriguez
	Rebecca Rubin
	Megan and Carlos Ruiz
	Penelope and Toby Sachs
	Clarita Santos
	Carolyn Sever
	Adam Sherman
	Michael Sirota and Bobbie Levinson-Sirota
	Chris Smith
	Jessica Snow-Wasserman
	Brent Sullivan
	Arlie and Eileen Traughber
	Michael H. Wasserman, P.C.
	David and Amy Webb - In Honor of Chris Webb
	Elizabeth A Wirth - In Memory of Rita Simó
	$100-$499
	Pete Abitante - In Honor of Meredith Ford
	Akinade Aderele
	Jazzlyn Aderele
	Oyin Aderele
	Veronica Abosede Aderele
	Emily and Jeremy Adler
	Scott and Angelica Ahlman
	Maria Albright
	Alphonso Alvarez
	Mariela Alvarez
	Joyce Amici
	Juan Anibal Lopez
	David Antillan
	Berenice Aranda
	Omar Ariza
	Nali Asamoah
	Baer Family - In Memory of Mitch Covic
	Scott and Jill Baskin
	Robert and Pamela Becker
	Eyan Bell
	Herbert and Jane Beller
	Ellen Bergman - In Honor of Ellen Feldman
	Chaplain Ylisse Bess
	Naomi Bess
	YEAR IN REVIEW | 13
	Sarah and Hart Billings
	Clara Biolo Thompson
	Drew Block
	Andrea Blood
	Bruce Bohrer
	Brian and Lien Boland
	Michelle Bonsu
	Sam Borrelli
	Emma Boyer
	Sheldon Braun -  In Honor of Gary Hart
	Ellen Bresnick
	Jacqueline Brewer
	Joyce Brown
	Diane & Scott Brown - In Honor of Gary Hart
	Sasha Burekovic
	Alex Burt
	Deidre Caldwell
	Lauren Capucci
	Charles Capwell
	Dylan Carden
	Ingris Cardona
	Ryan Carlson
	Nicole Carrow - In Honor of Emmet Strick
	Joshua and Amy Carson
	Dianne Carty
	Maria Casanova
	Elaine Cerny
	Jeffrey Chan
	Trike Chan
	Kiran Chandrasekaran
	David Choi
	Deepti Choudhury
	Ashley Cirillo
	Carol Smith - In Memory of Walter Frederick
	Angela Clay
	Chad and Maheen Cleaver
	Kirsten Cobb
	Derik Coffey
	Miriam Cohen
	Roniesha Copeland
	Alexandra Cordero-Valez
	Don Cortelyou
	George Couto
	Marla Cowan
	Bruce and Gloria Cox
	Luisa Criollo
	Sandra Cruz
	Roberto Dailey III
	Jheatiane Davis
	Samantha Dearborn
	Dalisay Decena
	Marshall DeChambre
	Ricardo Delgado
	Reva Denlow - In Honor of Ellen Feldman
	Andrea Dennis - In Memory of Mike Foley
	Julie Depenyou
	Joel and Heidi Derstine
	Michael and Mary Lynn Dicker
	Daniel Diem
	Jesus Dominguez
	Lynn Donaldson
	Noah Doppelt
	Sylvie Doppelt
	Adriana Dorado-Pinzon
	Brad Douglass
	Matthew English
	Pedro Escobar
	Alexandra Espinoza


	Arturo Fadragas
	Maxwell Fangmeyer
	Diana Figueredo
	JoAnn Finkelstein
	Marcia Flick
	Joe Flippin
	Gary and Terri Foreman
	Sheila Fortson
	Troy Frederick
	Eric Fudala - In Honor of Cindy Murray
	Sylvia Furner
	Ron and Anita Futterman -  In Honor of Gary Hart
	Alice Gallagher - In Memory of Chuck McEnery
	Nell Gallagher
	Alex Gamache
	Ana Garcia
	Wilfredo Garcia Jr.
	Michelle Garner
	Mark Garvey
	Katherine Gean
	Adam Gelman
	Andrew Gelman
	Janet Gerske
	Rick Glaisner
	Lee Glenna
	David Goldberg
	The Gomez Dale Family
	Bridget Gonder
	Candelaria Gonzalez
	Luis Gonzalez
	Luisa Gonzalez
	Martha Gonzalez
	Kent Goodman
	Jacqueline Gordon
	Linda and Leo Gordon
	Mindy and Jeff Gordon
	Sheila Gordon
	Joan Gottschall
	David and Lizzie Graham
	Beniamin Grama
	Marisol Granado - In Memory of Braulio Lozano
	Barb and Chris Granner
	Mike Greco
	Christopher and Sarah Greene
	Lee Griffin - In Honor of Jodi Norcross
	Alvia Grigsby
	Teny Gross - In Memory of Peter Max Ascoli
	David and Robyn Grossberg
	Kimberli Grosso
	Patrick Gubbins - In Memory of Jim Fredenburg
	Cheryl Haack
	Samantha Hall
	Hollis Hanover
	Steven Hardiman - In Honor of Constance Carter and LaVelle Trent
	Tara Harper
	Judith Harrod
	Andrew Harte
	Mary Hebel
	Ross Heilberg
	Katherine Heit
	Mary Henske
	Mark Hepler
	Miro Hernandez
	Patricia Hernandez
	Claudia Herrera
	Emil Hessel
	Paul and Mary Hettich
	Aaron Hodes
	Jimmy Holloran
	Pamela Hoxsey
	Felicity Huang
	Michael Hubka
	Theron Humiston
	Emily Hunter-Adamson - In Memory of Jack McCarthy
	Jeremy Huth
	David Iacoponi
	Kristina Ilickovic
	Darya Ivankina
	Ron Jacoby
	Ashok Jain
	Lou Jiang
	Christian Johnson
	Jay Johnson - In Memory of William Johnson
	Michael Johnson
	Tori Josey
	Karen Justice
	Janine Kacprzak
	Shanelle Kaikis
	The Kaisner and Zucker Family - In Memory of Anita Zucker
	Thomas Kalantzis and Violeta Jimenez
	Damola Kale
	Karen Kalichman - In Honor of Ilene Rice
	Matthew and Libby Katz
	Atthena Breitton
	Kristin Murphy - In Memory of Leonard Zaporowski
	Douglas and Christine Kelner
	Philip and Gaye Kenny
	April Kentala
	Jan Kielp -  In Memory of John Kielp/Faust
	Lim Kim
	Mariene Kippers
	Alex and Rada Kirkpatrick
	Joshua Koenig
	Daniel Korach
	Janet Kozuchowski
	James Kreinbring
	Sarah Kreitman
	Johannes Kretzler
	Joe Kronk
	Olga LaBelle
	Paige LaCour
	Donna and Robert Laforte Palmer
	Beth Lange
	Anna Lasko
	Stephen and Therese Laslo
	Cineret Lastra
	Beth Lebovitz
	Lillie Lebovitz
	M. Lee
	Phu Lee
	Paula and Lyon Leifer - In Memory of Rita Simó
	Marie Levesque
	Jonah Levi-Paesky
	Charles Lewis
	David and Mimi Liebman
	Rebecca Linares
	Dawn London
	Cyrillo Lopez
	Bernard Loyd and Denise Lewin Loyd
	James and Diana Lucas
	Diana Lujan
	Maureen MacLeod
	Julie Mahoney
	Karen Hough Majidzadeh - In Honor of Jennifer Riskind
	Maria Makar
	Barbara Mallon
	Jordan Mandela
	Elizabeth Mander
	Michelle Mander
	Harvey and Jacqueline Marcus -  In Honor of Ellen Feldman
	Andrew Maresch - In Honor of Adam Trusty
	Sarah Maresch
	The VIG Chicago - In Honor of Emily Hyatt
	Makunde Martin
	Fidelina Martinez
	Marcos Martinez
	Sarah Massey
	Jon Massie
	Ramon and Loida Matanguihan
	Alex Mathew
	Sara McFadden
	William Mcgrath
	McL & Court McLennand-Scott - In Memory of Kevin Kostelecky
	Rosalva Medina - In Memory of Angel Diaz Agustín Medina
	Lisa Merchant-Harrell
	Nancy Meyer
	Shenique Mickens
	John Milbauer
	Barbara Miller
	Faith Mitchell
	Matteo Moessner
	Dera Mojekwu
	Kathryn and David Moncton
	Kathy Montemurro
	Lance Moon
	Wayne Moore
	The Morrows
	Gerard Mortel
	Catherine Murphy
	Mary Murphy
	Ryan Murphy
	Dan Murray
	Katie Naftzger
	Bernard Nangle
	Latasha Napper
	Srinithi Narayanan
	John and Nancy Nasko
	Demar A. and Linda Neal
	Danielle Neff - In Memory of Kevin Kostelecky
	Gladis Nieto
	Stephanie Nilson
	Lisa Niser - In Honor of Jennifer Riskind
	Barton Norcross
	Diane Noth - In Honor of Cindy Murray
	Meredith Nussbaum
	Wilfred Nwankwo
	Margaret O'Conor
	Maria Ocampo
	Tolu Odueyungbo
	Namsuk Oh
	Korede Olagbegi
	Dennis Olive
	Bo Outama
	Jibola Oyewole - In Honor of Kolade Aderele
	Pete and Kathie Pagan
	Nora Palacios
	Julio Palaguachi
	Betty Park - In Memory of Betty Park
	Kathleen Park
	Dominique Peer
	Caitlin Pellettiere
	14 | TPMS

	Eric Pereira
	April Peterson
	Alec Pignotti
	Gabrielle Pinto
	Israel Pinto
	Tara Pinto
	Blanca Plazas - In Memory of Rev. Carlos Plazas, Ph.D.
	Dina Plofsky
	Cynthia Poon
	Lurdes Quito
	Ruth and Mitch Rabin - In Honor of Gary Hart
	T.C. B.
	YEAR IN REVIEW | 15


	Genesi Chirino
	Terry Christens
	Richard and Maria Ciesla
	L.T. G.
	YEAR IN REVIEW | 15
	16 | TPMS


	Holly Sandberg
	Isabel Velazquez
	Mario Velazquez
	YEAR IN REVIEW | 17

	Financials
	Corporations
	$192,948
	Foundations/
	Grants
	$1,920,630
	Government
	$699,126
	Individual
	Donations
	$915,363
	Administration
	$229,287
	Program
	$2,415,832
	Fundraising
	$792,183
	Fixed
	Assets
	$340,006
	Restricted
	Net Assets
	$23,091
	Board Designated
	Reserve
	$1,372,990
	Available for
	Future Use
	$1,467,200

	FY26
	OPERATING REVENUE
	FY26
	EXPENSES
	FY26
	NET ASSETS

	Board of Directors
	Executive Committee
	Directors
	Emerald-Jane “EJ” Hunter, Board Chair
	Ringleader, myWHY Agency
	Christie Crouch,
	Vice Chair
	Vice President & GM, Hormel Foods
	Adam Lucas, Treasurer
	Vice President, Concentric Equity Partners
	Cindy Murray, Secretary
	Executive Advisor,
	Nuvono
	Michael Buck*
	Portfolio Mgr., Senior Analyst, Driehaus Capital Management LLC
	Manuel Chavez
	Managing Director and Partner, William Blair
	Sally Cohen
	Attorney, Hale Law, LLC
	Ellen Feldman*
	Civic leader
	Fernando Ferreyra
	Senior Managing Director, Black & Veatch
	Gary Hart
	Tax Partner (retired), Mowery & Schoenfeld LLC
	Eric Holder
	VP | Wealth Advisor,
	Bernstein Private Wealth Management
	Joe Idaszak
	Dir. & Portfolio Mgr., Global Renewables & Infrastructure Securities, Brookfield Asset Management
	Adam K. Jackson
	Portfolio Advisor, Vice President, Global Family and Private Investment Office, Northern Trust
	Carolyn Jaw
	Executive Vice President, Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago
	Nalini Kotamraju
	SVP, Research & Insights, Salesforce
	Josh Lebovitz
	Vice President Group Director, Data & Analysis at Digitas North America
	David Michael
	Managing Partner, Gould & Ratner, LLP
	Nancy Power
	Chief Human Resources Officer, Ariel Investments
	Anthony Salazar
	Sr. Vice President, Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
	Steven Shaw
	Community Engagement Director, Verizon
	Rob Whiteman
	Better Future Advisors LLC, Partner (retired), McKinsey & Company
	*indicates
	Lifetime Trustee


	Associate Board
	Yasmine Gordon, Chair
	Snap, Inc.
	Kolade Aderele
	Cleveland Avenue
	Kiran Chandrasekaran
	Bain & Company
	Elizabeth Gelman
	Civic leader
	Lizzie Mander
	Bain & Company
	Reginald McCoy
	Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
	Danny Rubin
	Bain & Company
	Brenner Swenson
	Reverb
	Michael Yao
	Bain & Company

	Teaching Artists
	Dylan Abbott
	Carmen Abelson
	Alex Armstrong
	Emily Beisel
	Joel Block
	Bobby Bonslater
	Rachael Botz
	Ben Branda
	Natalie Butler
	Nico Carter
	Kathryn Cederborg
	Hsuan Chen
	Mi Ran Choi
	Raquel Coleman
	Tae Corbin
	Diego Correa
	Fabian Correa
	Jamaal Crowder
	Liliana Cruz
	Christopher Dammann
	Kelly Dennis
	Laura Duggan
	Ben Eager
	Arlecia Ebert
	Anatolia Evarkiou-Kaku
	El Faussane
	Zayith Fernandez
	Sam Frampton
	Ariel Garcia
	Karlyn Gehring
	Simon Gomez
	Lidanys Graterol
	Mark Haworth
	Miro Hernandez
	Rodolfo Hernandez
	Pilar Herrera Bermudez
	Dan Hickey
	Jonathan Hodges
	Grace Hudson-Mairet
	Christopher Jackson Green
	Sarah Jenkins
	Jack Kartsotis
	Janice Lee
	Fabricio Lock Sotomayor
	Istvan Loga
	Ralph Maranon
	Cameron Marquez
	Bethany McKnight
	Caleb McMahon
	Elijah Medina
	Eric Monge
	Jae Hyun Moon
	Alex Moore
	Emily Munn-Wood
	Oliver Munoz
	Stephon Owens
	Rossman Palfrey
	Helder Perez
	An Phan
	Adrian Quiroz
	Kenthaney Redmond
	Megan Robbins
	Allison Rye
	Bryan Tamayo
	Jonathan Thomas
	Michael Thompson
	Felipe Tobar Blanco
	Gloria Wide
	Cedrice Young


	Staff
	Eitan Barkow
	Instrument Inventory Coordinator
	Chelsey Bazuro
	Senior Manager of Institutional Giving
	Natalie Butler
	Chief Program Officer
	Jaila Carr
	Program Coordinator, Greater South Side
	Brandy Casseus
	Program Manager, Greater South Side
	Kathryn Cederborg
	Program Manager, Uptown Academy
	Kelly Dennis

	Senior Manager of Program Operations
	Ellie DePastino
	Senior Manager of Marketing and Communications
	Jessica Esteves
	Human Resources and Technology Manager
	Ariel Garcia
	Senior Manager of Program Initiatives
	Caro Granner
	Program Associate, Uptown Academy

	Miro Hernandez
	Program Manager, SLAM
	Kasia Johnson
	Chief Financial Officer
	Grecia Landin
	Program Manager, Albany Park
	Alo Ochoa
	Program Coordinator, Back of the Yards, SLAM
	Miriam Owens
	President and CEO
	David Perez Delgado
	Program Coordinator,
	Albany Park
	Jennifer Riskind

	Chief Development Officer
	Megan Robbins
	Senior Manager of Learning and Teaching
	Michael Thompson
	Development Coordinator
	Felipe Tobar
	Manager of Learning and Teaching
	Wes Woodward
	Development Associate, Individual Giving


	Get Involved
	SPREAD THE WORD
	Tell a friend, follow and boost us on social media, or host an event! We always need more people to know about the great work happening here.

	ATTEND AN EVENT
	Head to our website to see our calendar of upcoming concerts, recitals, community programming, and more. We can’t wait to see you!

	JOIN A COMMITTEE OR TASK FORCE
	Composed of expert volunteers, members of our People’s community, and members of our Board of Directors, our committee and task force members serve as advisors and experts that guide our work. Learn more about our committees and how to inquire about involvement.

	VOLUNTEER
	We have nearly 30 performing events per year, and we always need help! Volunteering at an event is a great opportunity to get to know our close-knit community.

	DONATE
	Every dollar you give to The People’s Music School goes towards eliminating barriers to access in music education and enriching young lives in Chicago.



